MARION CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES

July 1, 2015, 6:30 pm

Marion City Hall
1225 6th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

Commissioners Present:
Mr. Joseph Ellis


Ms. Kim Gordon
Mr. Kent Jackson 
Mr. Steve Moshier, Chair
Mr. Bret Nilles

Mr. Joe Stutler, Vice Chair
Ms. Angelica Vannatta

Commissioners Absent:
Ms. Janet Abejo


Mr. Dave Baumler


Ms. Deborah Brydon 

Ms. Queen Githaiga


Ms. Elizabeth Hilkerbaumer

Ms. Elizabeth Macias

      Staff/Other Present:
Mr. Johnny Alcivar-Zuniga, Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission, Education and Outreach Coordinator
Mrs. Traci Miller, Administrative Assistant, City of Marion
Mr. Robin Tucker, Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission Liaison 
Ms. LaSheila Yates, Executive Director, Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission


I. Call to Order
Noting there was a quorum, Commissioner Moshier, Chair called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm. 

II. Roll Call/Introductions
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.

III. Public Response.
There was no public response.  

IV. Approval of Minutes from June Meeting
Noting no changes, Commissioner Niles moved to approve the June minutes and Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  With no additional discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

V. Report from Chair
Commissioner Moshier presented the chair report.  He reminded the commissioners that July 1, 2015 begins a new fiscal year.  Mr. Moshier noted that Mr. Alcivar-Zuniga had previously prepared informational brochures for the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission.  The Commission directed Amanda Kaufman to adapt the brochures for use in Marion.  The brochures were available for viewing.

Commissioner Moshier updated the sign-up sheet for the various committees and encouraged commissioners to sign-up for at least two committees each.  The charter lists the requirements for each of the committees.  Commissioner Moshier is in the process of updating the charter.

VI. Committee Reports
Executive Committee
Commissioner Stutler, Vice Chair presented the executive committee report.  Mr. Stutler noted that the committee met last week to plan the current agenda and discuss billing issues.


VII. Retreat Report
Commissioner Stutler presented this report.   Mr. Stutler stated that the retreat planning session will be August 15, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Please consider bringing a dish to share for lunch.


Marion Liaison Report
Commissioner Niles presented this report.  
Cedar Rapids Liaison Report
Mr. Robin Tucker, Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission Liaison presented this report.  Mr. Tucker noted that during the new fiscal year he will continue as the Cedar Rapids Liaison and a member of the finance committee.  In addition, Mr. Tucker noted that the Cedar Rapids Commission will have nine (9) members starting today.
Roll of the Dice Report – Ms. Angelica Vannatta
Ms. Angelica Vannatta presented this report.  The event will be held on October 8, from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at Lowe Park.  Realtors, high school students and landlords are among those invited.  Commissioner Gordon stated that the Landlords of Linn County will donate $200 towards the dinner.  Commissioner Moshier encouraged other commissioners to volunteer at the event.
Commissioner Dave Baumler arrived at 6:55 p.m.

VIII. Director’s Report
Executive Director Yates was presented this report.  Executive Director Yates stated that in the 2014 through 2015 reporting period, five (5) cases were filed with the Marion Commission.  Three (3) cases were closed during the same period and one (1) was settled for $15,000. 
 


Ms. Yates discussed issues relating to HUD’s concerns regarding Marion’s Civil Rights Commission 28E agreement with Cedar Rapids.  HUD had no knowledge of the agreement.  Ms. Yates is continuing to work with ICRC Director Kristin Johnson to resolve the issue.

Executive Director Yates discussed the new EnerGov, a new system that will track cases and develop a work flow for the case management process.  


Ms. Yates also discussed a new smart phone app that will allow citizens to file a complaint, upload images or videos via their smart phone.

Executive Director Yates noted that they are working on new language access protocols.  One option is an interpretation service that will be able to help with citizens who do not speak English.  The service provides interpretation services for over 200 languages and charges a “per use” fee.

Executive Director Yates introduced Bernie Walther as the new Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Investigator.  Mr. Walther is a retired Cedar Rapids Police Officer (33 years).   Ms. Yates stated that she is excited to have Mr. Walther join the team.

IX. New Business
HUD relationship update 

The HUD relationship update was provided in the Executive Director’s report.

3437 Public Hearing Update
Director Yates stated that a public hearing is set for case 3437 on July 14, from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at Marion City Hall – Council Chambers.  Ms. Yates encouraged all commissioners to attend to see how the process works.
Lawful Source of Income Training Part Two - Staff
Mr. Alcivar-Zuniga provided the commissioners training on lawful source of income.  This presentation was part one of a two-part presentation, and the training materials were included in the meeting packet.  Mr. Alcivar-Zuniga stated that he is showing the same presentation as last month due to the number of absent commissioners at the June meeting.  It should be noted that lawful source of income is recognized as a protected class by the City of Marion, but not by the City of Cedar Rapids.    
Comments were heard from the public; Bob Mitchell, Legislative Chairman, Landlords of Linn County and Landlord Patty Jo Turner.  The commission discussed the issues of lawful source of income, section 8 housing inspections and lease terms.
Upcoming Community Involvement Opportunities
July 12—Cedar Rapids Latino Fest
July 25—Cedar Rapids Asian Culture Festival
September 4—Stand-Down, Kernel Stadium
July 11 – Marion Farmers Market

June 26 – August 7, 2015 - Changing America: The Emancipation Proclamation, 1863 and the March on Washington, 1963 – Cedar Rapids African American Museum – free admission.
Miscellaneous 
Commissioner Ellis requested that Amanda Kaufman forward a copy of the Civil Rights Act from the Civil Rights 50th Anniversary celebration.

Mr. Stutler noted an error in the June 2015 minutes in the section Lawful Source of Income Training Part Two – Staff, Mr. Alcivar-Zuniga is listed as Mr. Alcivar-Zuniga.

X. Adjournment
Commissioner Ellis motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Commissioner Gordon, the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 pm.  


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 5, 2015 at 6:30 pm at Marion City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue, Marion, Iowa.  
Respectfully submitted by Traci Miller
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