








July 7, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 5:15 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Dwight Hogan, 1565 7th Avenue, expressed disappointment that there was not a display of flags on 6th Avenue or 7th Avenue for the July 4th holiday.
Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the June 16, 18 and 30, 2015 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $578,503.11.


a. Renewal application for a Special Class C Liquor License with additional privilege for Sunday Sales for Whaddaywant Marion LLC, dba Tomasos Pizza (1111 7th Avenue).  Expiration 08/03/15.  No violations in previous five years.

b. Addition of a catering privilege to an existing liquor license for La Cantina Bar & Grill LLC dba La Cantina Bar & Grill (3217 7th Avenue).

Motion to receive and file certified list for Engineering Technician.


Motion to receive and file certified list for Human Resources Generalist.


Motion to receive and file certified list for Entry-Level Firefighter.


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding a water flow issue at the intersection of Central Avenue and 5th Street (Bob Sueppel, 1199 4th Street).


Resolution No. 24677 approving the purchase of an unmarked vehicle for the Police Department from Junge Center Point Ford in the amount of $16,660.00.


Resolution No. 24678 approving the purchase of a new vehicle for the Fire Department from Deery Brothers Fleet Sales in the amount of $29,999.00.

Resolution No. 24679 approving Partial Payment No. 5 to Shoemaker & Haaland Engineers for professional services for the Donnelly Park Pedestrian Bridge Design and Development Plan in the amount of $596.50.
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Resolution No. 24680 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to Confluence for professional services regarding the City of Marion Park System Master Plan in the amount of $15,600.00.


Resolution No. 24681 accepting bids and awarding contract to Tru-Green Commercial regarding direct insecticide application to significant park ash trees in an amount not to exceed $11,797.50.


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding a city owned tree (Doris Boardrow, 1200 Meadowview Drive Apt. #2).


Motion to receive and file site plan, purchase agreement, and elevations for city owned property located at 3501 29th Avenue (Ken Spence).


Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24682 approving Partial Payment No. 1 to Anderson Bogert Engineers for engineering design services regarding the Armar Drive Extension Project in the amount of $2,609.75.
b. Resolution No. 24683 approving Partial Payment No. 3 to Hunt Construction for the 2015 Sidewalk Ramp Repair Project in the amount of $17,731.88.


Resolution No. 24633 accepting the 2014 35th Street Reconstruction Project (Tabled at the 6-18-15 meeting).


Resolution No. 24684 approving concurrence of a contract for the construction of the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project by Prestwick, LCC in the amount of $456,116.70.


Motion to approve Project Calendar for the Hwy 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project, as follows:


a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the Hwy 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project.
b. Resolution No. 24685 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the Hwy 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project.
c. Resolution No. 24686 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the Hwy 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project.
d. Resolution No. 24687 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the Hwy 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project.
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Motion to receive, file, and refer to TAC a request for one residential parking spot located at 975 6th Street (Thomas and Melissa Straw, 975 6th Street).

Motion to receive, file, and refer to TAC a request for no parking on one side of Second Avenue from 2400 Second Avenue to 27th Street (Audrey Twachtmann, 2460 Second Avenue).


Motion to receive, file, and refer to TAC a request for a parking space on 13th Street for property located at 1308 8th Avenue (Jay Lenoch, 2003 Scales Bend Road NE, North Liberty).


Resolution No. 24688 establishing “No Parking” on both sides of Prairie Ridge Avenue (staff initiated). 


Motion to receive and file and concur with TAC report regarding a request for a Residential On-Street Parking Space for the Disabled (James Potter, 2580 22nd Avenue).


Motion to receive and file and concur with TAC report regarding a request regarding 35th Street (Robert McBride, 3505 English Glen Avenue, Unit #348).


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the proposed 29th Avenue and 35th Street roundabout (Charles Knudsen, 2835 24th Avenue).

Motion to receive, file and refer to TAC correspondence requesting to extend the “No Parking” zone on 3rd Avenue between 2233 3rd Avenue and 2301 3rd Avenue (Tom and Sue Bullis, 2233 3rd Avenue, Lannette Hauser, 301 22nd Street and Shirley Hammes, 2245 3rd Avenue).


Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24689 approving Payment No. 1 to Confluence for professional services related to the development of the Marion Base Design Guidelines in the amount of $5,500.00.


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding an extension for sidewalk installation for Lots 6 and 8, Indian Creek Road Second Addition (JD Schlotterback request).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding an extension for sidewalk installation for 1960 Indian Creek Road (Ryan Webster request).

Motion to receive and file request to waive Subdivision Ordinance requirements to allow the issuance of one (1) building permit for a two-family dwelling prior to final platting for property located at Lot 2, Gemstone Estates Second Addition Final Plat (Morris Wood Enterprises, LLC).
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Motion to receive and file recommendation from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee to remove Candy Mullen from the Committee and to concur with their recommendation for removal.

Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement(s):

a. Class Reunion, Philip’s Diamond Shop rooftop, July 18, 2015, 12:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. (Tracy Dede, 2060 Canvasback Court).

b. Blues Fest and Hog Roast, Q-Dogs BBQ, August 22, 2015, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Jeff Coil, 895 Blairs Ferry Road).
c. 2015 Linn-Mar Homecoming Parade, October 1, 2015, 4:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. (Mark Hutcheson, 3111 North 10th Street).
All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Moved by Crawford, seconded by Draper to approve Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention, as follows:

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:

a. Renewal application for a Class E Liquor License with additional privileges for Carryout Native Wine, Carryout Beer, and Sunday Sales for Casey’s Marketing Company, dba Casey’s General Store #2924 (1100 Eagle View Drive).  Expiration 08/18/15.  One violation in previous five years.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24691 approving Partial Payment No. 13 to Genesis Equities, LLC., for the Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 31st Street) in the amount of $6,240.94.
b. Resolution No. 24692 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to Abode Construction, Inc. for the 2015 Hillview Drive Reconstruction Project in the amount of $171,274.79.
c. Resolution No. 24693 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. for the 2015 13th Street HMA Paving Project in the amount of $153,058.11.
d. Resolution No. 24694 approving Partial Payment No. 1 to L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. regarding the 2015 HMA Resurfacing Project in the amount of $152,753.05.
e. Resolution No. 24695 approving Partial Payment No. 37 to East Central Iowa Council of Governments for the Watershed Management Authority Phase II Administration in the amount of $8,388.15.

Motion to receive and file correspondence donating 7.398 acres to the City (Waldo Morris, 4512 Lakeside Road).
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Resolution No. 24690 approving a request to waive Subdivision Ordinance requirements to allow the issuance of one (1) building permit for a two-family dwelling prior to final platting for property located at Lot 2, Gemstone Estates Second Addition Final Plat (Morris Wood Enterprises, LLC).

Resolution No. 24696 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to Martin Gardner Architecture for Public Service Facility design services in the amount of $812.50.
Council Member Spinks thanked Mr. Morris for his donation of land to the City for a park.  Vote on Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstaining:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 15-18 amending Chapter 157 of the Code of Ordinances related to Stormwater Utility was read by AbouAssaly for initial consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-18.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Draper, seconded by Spinks to receive, file, and adopt the Indian Creek Watershed Management Plan.  Council Member Pazour noted that the final document has not been received yet.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24697 establishing a Community Garden policy for the City of Marion was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24697.  All in favor, motion carried.


Ordinance No. 15-16 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances to rezone properties located between the intersection of Winslow Road/Indian Creek Road and Silver Oak Trail, west of the roundabout at Lucore Road and Tower Terrace Road from Undesignated to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential and from R-2, Medium Density Single Family Residential to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City initiated) was read by Etzel for final consideration.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve the third reading of Ord. No. 15-16.  Council Member Spinks requested a staff report.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.


Ordinance No. 15-17 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances to zone properties located on both sides of North 10th Street between Tower Terrace Road and Connection Avenue as A-1, Rural Restricted and R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City initiated) was read by Spinks for final consideration.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the third reading of Ord. No. 15-17.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Resolution No. 24698 of intent to approve request for the use of tax increment financing from the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area for the construction of a facility located at 1204 7th Avenue, Marion, Iowa (Capital Commercial Division LLC) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24698.  Council requested a report regarding the status of the project.  Steve Stefani, 4361 Fox Meadow Drive SE, Cedar Rapids, was present representing Capital Commercial Division LLC.  Mr. Stefani provided an update on the project at 1204 7th Avenue and responded to Council questions.  

Council Member Etzel left the Council Chambers at 5:33 p.m. and returned at 5:34 p.m. 

Mr. Stefani continued to respond to questions from the City Council regarding the project.  All in favor of motion to approve Res. No. 24698, motion carried.
Resolution No. 24699 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to Capital Commercial, LLC, for renovations to property located at 1000 7th Avenue in the amount of $300,000.00 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24699.  Council requested a report regarding the status of the project.  Steve Stefani, 4361 Fox Meadow Drive SE, Cedar Rapids, was present representing Capital Commercial Division LLC.  Mr. Stefani provided an update on the project at 1000 7th Avenue and responded to Council questions.  Roll Call on Res. No. 24699:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Crawford.  Motion carried.


Resolution No. 24700 approving server upgrades and backup service for City Hall and server backup service for the police station in an amount not to exceed $162,885.07 was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24700.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn and IT Manager Terrell Hunter presented the staff report.  

Council Member Draper left the Council Chambers at 6:19 p.m.  

Vote on Res. No. 24700:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Draper.  Motion carried.

Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to concur with LOST Committee determination that use of LOST dollars for a hotel/motel market study is consistent with the ballot language and allocate up to $25,000 for that purpose.  Vote:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Draper.  Motion carried.

Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to direct staff to execute contract with Hospitality Marketers International for completion of a Hotel/Motel Market Study in an amount not to exceed $16,500.00.
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Council Member Draper returned to the Council Chambers at 6:21 p.m. 

All in favor of motion to direct staff to execute a contract with Hospitality Marketers International, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral appointment:


a. Noel Kehrt, 3097 White Oak Drive, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee.

All in favor of motion to concur with Mayor Bouska’s recommendation, motion carried.
Council Discussion Time:

Council Member Pazour stated that there was a picture in the Marion Times of the City Manager and Assistant to the City Manager accepting the 2015 Large City Healthy Iowa Award from Governor Branstad.  Council Member Pazour stated that the Mayor should have accepted the award, not the staff.

Council Member Spinks requested that all departments inspect their facilities for damage from last week’s hail storm.

Council Member Draper noted that the Firefighter eligibility list was large.

Council Member Draper stated that there was an article in the Cedar Rapids Gazette noting that the Linn County Board of Supervisors voted to donate $75,000 to the Art in Alley project.  Council Member Draper stated that he appreciates their donation.  

Mayor Bouska commented that there should be flags up for Memorial Day, Flag Day, and July 4th.


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn reminded Council that the Blue Zones project certification team will be in Marion and would like to meet with the City Council.

Mayor Bouska reconvened the closed session at 6:30 p.m. regarding personnel matters (City Manager performance evaluation) as permitted under Section 21.5(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa.  (Recessed during the July 7th, 2015 work session ).  

Council Member Draper left the meeting at 6:58 p.m.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to reconvene to regular session at 7:40 p.m.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.








Attest:
____________________________

________________________________
Snooks Bouska, Mayor



Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk
