








February 5, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, February 5, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Draper, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Pazour.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor’s Announcements:  None.
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Maria Murphy, 2570 Pheasant Ridge Court, noted that during the branding presentation the presenter noted that they had received citizen comments regarding the Police Department.  Ms. Murphy stated that Marion has one of the best Police Departments in the State of Iowa.  

Council Member AbouAssaly requested that item #3d, Renewal application for a Class E Liquor License with additional privileges for Carryout Wine, Carryout Beer, and Sunday Sales for Hy-Vee, Inc., dba Hy-Vee Drugstore (2790 7th Avenue) (Expiration Date: 02/28/2015.  No violations in previous five years.) be removed from the consent calendar for separate consideration.

Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the January 20, 22, and 24, 2015 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $398,303.89.

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:


a. Renewal application for a Class C Beer Permit with additional privileges for Sunday Sales and Carryout Wine for Dolgencorp, LLC, dba Dollar General Store #7398 (5000 Chandler Court).  Expiration Date: 2/28/2015. No violations in previous five years.
b. Renewal application for a Class C Beer Permit with additional privileges for Sunday Sales and Carryout Wine for Dolgencorp, LLC, dba Dollar General Store #7226 (1135 East Post Road).  Expiration Date: 2/28/2015.  No violations in previous five years.
c. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales for Marion Post Number 298, The American Legion, dba Marion Veterans Club (625 31st Street).  Expiration Date: 02/28/2015.  No violations in previous five years.
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d. Removed from the consent calendar for separate consideration. 
e. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Sunday Sales and Outdoor Service for TEP Inc., dba Cedar Rapids Bowling Center (450 Northland Avenue).  Expiration Date: 02/28/2015.  One violation in previous five years.

Resolution No. 24340 approving five year agreement with Hogan – Hansen for audit services for the years ending June 30, 2015 – 2019.

Resolution No. 24341 setting public hearing for March 5, 2015 for the FY 15-16 budget.


Resolution No. 24342 approving payment in the amount of $32,717.86 to Independent Public Advisors, LLC for professional services relating to the issuance of General Obligation Bonds Series, 2015 A&B.


Motion to receive and file Marion Fire Department 2014 Annual Report.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24343 approving Partial Payment No. 11 to Foth Infrastructure and Environment, LLC regarding engineering services associated with the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street, STP-A-4775(627)--86-57 in the amount of $20,797.88.

b. Resolution No. 24344 approving Partial Payment No. 12 to Foth Infrastructure and Environment, LLC regarding engineering services associated with the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street, STP-A-4775(627)--86-57 in the amount of $32,000.00.

c. Resolution No. 24345 approving Partial Payment No. 7 to YTT Design Solutions for Right-of-Way Services associated with the Tower Terrace Project – Phase I in the amount of $14,385.75.

Resolution No. 24346 accepting the public improvements in the Industrial Center East 6th Addition to the City of Marion.


Resolution No. 24347 accepting the public improvements in the Industrial Center East 8th Addition to the City of Marion.

Motion to approve Project Calendar for the 2015 Hillview Drive Reconstruction Project, as follows:

a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2015 Hillview Drive Reconstruction Project.
b. Resolution No. 24348 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2015 Hillview Drive Reconstruction Project.
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c. Resolution No. 24349 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 Hillview Drive Reconstruction Project.
d. Resolution No. 24350 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 Hillview Drive Reconstruction Project.

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding snow plow removal operations, no parking request, and speeding cars along Clark Avenue, in addition a request for modification to the left turn signal at Highway 100 and South 22nd Street (Len Kulish, 2640 Clark Avenue).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding request for “Stop” or “Yield” sign at the intersection of 12th Street and 11th Avenue. (Janine Weeks, 1130 14th Street).

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24351 approving payment to Active Thermal Concepts, Inc., for asbestos sampling at 694, 707, and 708 7th Avenue related to the demolition of those properties which are a part of the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street Project in the amount of $1,120.00.

b. Resolution No. 24352 approving Payment No. 3 to The Whetstone Group, Inc., (707 7th Avenue) for moving expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $1,931.35.

c. Resolution No. 24353 approving Payment No. 1 to SFA, Inc., (707 7th Avenue) for moving expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $10,551.18.

d. Resolution No. 24354 approving payment to Tallgrass Business Resources for services related to moving expenses of SFA, Inc., (707 7th Avenue) for moving expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $1,950.00.

e. Resolution No. 24355 approving payment to Dynamic Systems Consulting for services related to moving expenses of SFA, Inc., (707 7th Avenue) for moving expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $180.00.
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Resolution No. 24356 setting a public hearing for February 19, 2015 regarding request to zone property located at 5010 and 5012 Alburnett Road from Undesignated to R-2, Medium Density Single-Family Residential.


Resolution No. 24357 approving renewal of one-year contract with Marion Times for Marion Messenger Newsletter publication and distribution.


Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement(s):


a. Clark Wedding, Lowe Park Amphitheater, September 5, 2015, 
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. (Andrea Clark, 8008 Westfield Drive NE, Cedar Rapids).

Council Member Pazour stated that she wants to see the bids for all projects.  All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Moved by Crawford, seconded by Pazour to approve a liquor license renewal application for a Class E Liquor License with additional privileges for Carryout Wine, Carryout Beer, and Sunday Sales for Hy-Vee, Inc., dba Hy-Vee Drugstore (2790 7th Avenue).  Expiration Date: 02/28/2015.  No violations in previous five years.  Vote: Yeas:  Draper, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Pazour.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the 2015 Sidewalk Ramp Repair Project.  Assistant City Engineer Mike Barkalow presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24358 accepting bids and awarding contract to Hunt Construction regarding the 2015 Sidewalk Ramp Repair Project in the amount of $65,875.60 was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 24358.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to direct staff to maintain the four inch diameter sanitary sewer service line for 1075 Lyons Lane (Performance Concepts Iowa, Inc.) from the sanitary sewer main to the manhole along Lyons Lane right of way.  Council Member Draper asked about the four inch line that was installed.  Assistant City Engineer Mike Barkalow presented the staff report.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller commented on the maintenance of the sanitary sewer line.  Mayor Bouska asked who designed the project.  Assistant City Engineer Mike Barkalow stated that Schneider and Associates designed the project.  Council Member AbouAssaly explained that this motion just takes responsibility for maintenance of the line.  He noted that staff can continue to research the best option for the maintenance.  All in favor, motion carried.
Resolution No. 24359 approving contract with Active Thermal Concepts, Inc., for services related to asbestos removal at 694 and 707 7th Avenue related to the demolition of those properties which are a part of the Central Corridor Complete Streets 
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and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street Project in the amount of $21,330.00 was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24359.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to receive and file a voluntary annexation petition from Janice Walton, owner, for properties located at 1660 and 1710 Marion Airport Road (Abode Construction, applicant).  Council Member Pazour requested a copy of the petition.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Crawford, seconded by Draper to direct staff to proceed with the voluntary annexation for the properties located at 1660 and 1710 Marion Airport Road.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24360 approving a Memorandum of Understanding with Charles L. Kent and Diane E. Kent for the release of a private access easement and the granting of a temporary construction easement related to the construction of the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street (Charles L. Kent Revocable Inter Vivos Trust and Diane E. Kent Revocable Inter Vivos Trust) was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Resolution No. 24360.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  Council Member Spinks noted that there had been some unexpected costs associated with the roundabout project.  He asked if there would be unusual costs associated with this memorandum.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne stated that the City will be responsible for the paving of the access through the Talley property as part of the project.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral appointment:

a. Angelica Vannatta, 2600 Copper Drive, Civil Rights Commission, term expires 12-31-2018.


All in favor of motion to concur with the Mayor’s recommendation, motion carried.

Council Discussion Time:

City Manager Lon Pluckhahn reviewed changes to the budget since the second draft was presented at the Tuesday, February 3rd work session.  

Council Member Draper explained that he had voted against renaming of Alburnett Road as recommended by staff at the October 9, 2014 Council meeting.  He requested that Council reconsider that Resolution.  Moved by Draper, seconded by AbouAssaly to reconsider Resolution No. 24112, approving the naming/renaming of the Alburnett Road realignment south of Boyson Road to Central Avenue and Central Avenue west of 5th Street.  City Attorney Don Hoskins noted that the motion should be a motion to reconsider and also suspend the rules since that Resolution was not 
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considered at the previous Council meeting.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn asked that the motion also indicate that it will be considered at a future meeting so that property owners can be notified.  Moved by Draper, seconded by AbouAssaly to amend the motion to reconsider Resolution No. 24112, approving the naming/renaming of the Alburnett Road realignment south of Boyson Road to Central Avenue and Central Avenue west of 5th Street, suspend the rules regarding reconsideration, and to direct staff to place this Resolution on a future agenda.  All in favor of amendment except Pazour, motion carried.  All in favor of motion as amended except Pazour, motion carried.

Council Member Spinks thanked everyone that attended his retirement party on January 23rd from Rockwell Collins.  Council Member Spinks had worked for Rockwell Collins for over 37 years.


Council Member Spinks wished Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne a happy birthday.


Council Member Spinks noted that there is a Coffeehouse Night at Lowe Park tomorrow night.  Parks Director Mike Carolan noted that Black Sheep will be performing.  He also suggested that people go early as they are expecting a large crowd.


Council Member AbouAssaly stated that he works in downtown Cedar Rapids.  He noted that he frequently receives comments about all the great things that are happening in Marion.  He asked that we all be cheerleaders for Marion.  He explained that we may disagree on the details on how to get to a goal but we all have the same goals.  


Council Member Pazour noted that she has received phone calls from residents that are upset with the date that the Swamp Fox Festival will be held.  


Council Member Pazour requested updated costs for the 7th Avenue/7th Street roundabout project.  She also asked for the bid tabulations from JCG.


Council Member Pazour stated that Council Member Crawford had made comments at the January 8th meeting.  He had requested that Council Member Pazour not quote costs on a project.  She noted that the costs she quoted were facts, not opinions.

Mayor Bouska thanked Communications Coordinator Amber Bisinger and Assistant to the City Manager Amanda Kaufman for their help with the State of the City Address.  

Mayor Bouska stated that during the branding presentation it was noted that Marion had been named a top 10 city in the United States by Family Circle magazine.  Mayor Bouska noted that there are over 19,000 cities in the United States.  He stated that we should be very proud of being in the top 10 out of 19,000 communities.  Mayor Bouska noted all the positive things that are happening in Marion including the Blue Zones designation.


Mayor Bouska explained that during the City Manager’s fiscal year 2015-2016 budget update tonight, the City Manager mentioned that for a $100,000 home in Marion the City portion of the tax bill will be $757.  An article in the Cedar Rapids Gazette indicated that a $100,000 home in Cedar Rapids will pay $848 for the City of Cedar Rapids portion of their tax bill.
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Mayor Bouska thanked Police Officer Tom Daubs for attending tonight’s Council meeting.
Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m.



















____________________________







Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

