








January 8, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, January 8, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, and Draper.  Absent:  AbouAssaly.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor’s Announcements: None.
Marion Leadership in Action representatives Heather Morris from Skogman Realty, 341 8th Avenue, and Rachel Hauck, from Linn County State, 825 Westview Drive, made a presentation to Council regarding new banners for City streets.  They noted they are currently requesting donations for new banners.  They requested funding from the City Council in an amount not to exceed $8,000.  

Council Member AbouAssaly arrived at 5:35 p.m.

Council discussed the banner material.  Ms. Morris noted that the banners are not available in canvas and that aluminum banners are much more expensive.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller stated that they can research alternate materials for the banners.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that the cost of the current banners was taken out the of the Local Option Sales Tax Imagine8 funding.
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:  None.
Council Member AbouAssaly requested that the renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales for Louie’s Scoreboard LLC, dba Louie’s Scoreboard (740 10th Street), be moved to the consent calendar with his abstention.
Council Member Pazour requested that the Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments, be removed from the consent calendar for separate consideration.
Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the December 16 and 18, 2014 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $1,441,300.06.

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:


a. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Sunday Sales and Outdoor Service for MRT Holdings, LLC, dba Pitchers (620 Lindale Drive).  Expiration Date: 1/31/2015. One violation in previous five years.
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b. Item b. was moved to the consent calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstaining.  
c. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Catering, Outdoor Service, and Sunday Sales for Cibo, Inc., dba Cibo Fusion Restaurant & Lounge (685 Marion Boulevard).  Expiration Date: 01/31/2015.  One violation in previous five years.

d. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Sunday Sales and Outdoor Service for 19th Hole Operations, LLC, dba Indian Creek Country Club (2401 Indian Creek Road).  Expiration Date: 1/31/2015.  No violations in previous five years.

e. Renewal application for a Class E Liquor License with additional privileges for Sunday Sales, Carryout Wine, and Carryout Beer for The Outlet, Inc., dba Smokin’ Joes Tobacco and Liquor Outlet #10 (480 7th Avenue).  Expiration Date: 1/31/2015.  No violations in previous five years.

f. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Sunday Sales and Outdoor Service for Wrigleyville LLC, dba Wrigleyville (1899 7th Avenue).  Expiration Date: 2/14/2015.  No violations in previous five years.


Resolution No. 24298 approving Partial Payment No. 5 to Anderson-Bogert Engineers for Public Services site plan development in the amount of $25,029.00.


Resolution No. 24299 approving Partial Payment No. 6 to Anderson-Bogert Engineers for Public Services site plan development in the amount of $6,482.35.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24300 approving Partial Payment No. 3 to Trey Electric Corp. for the 2014 Boyson Road Lighting Project in the amount of $84,110.76.

Resolution No. 24301 approving the removal of four street lights on Boyson Road.


Resolution No. 24302 accepting quotes and award to Koelker Excavating for demolition of 694, 707 and 708 7th Avenue in the amount of $43,650.00 for the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street.


Motion to receive and file and refer to TAC request for a yield or stop sign at the intersection of 11th Avenue and 12th Street (Dennis Conway, 1048 12th Street).
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Motion to authorize Public Notice to be published January 14, 2015 stating the City’s Intent to Request the Release of Funds for the Downtown Revitalization (Façade) Improvement project and either the Mayor or City Manager to both approval a Categorical Exclusion for environmental review and submit a request for release of funds to the Iowa Economic Development Authority (“IEDA”).

Motion to receive and file request for TIF assistance (Hupp Electric Motors).
All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Council Member Pazour expressed concern about the costs associated with the Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne and City Manager Lon Pluckhahn responded to Council Member Pazour’s concerns.  

Moved by  Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve the Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments as follows:
a. Resolution No. 24303 approving Payment No. 2 to The Whetstone Group, Inc. for moving expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street, in the amount of $1,005.00.

b. Resolution No. 24304 approving Payment to Allegra for services related to moving expenses of Whetstone Group, Inc., regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street, in the amount of $3,461.61.

c. Resolution No. 24305 approving Payment to Dynamic Systems Consulting for services related to moving expenses of Whetstone Group, Inc., regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street, in the amount of $5,385.93.

d. Resolution No. 24306 approving Payment No. 27 to JCG Land Services, Inc. for right-of-way acquisition services related to the Central Corridor project in the amount of $8,013.12.

e. Resolution No. 24307 approving Payment to John and Lillian Talley for the reestablishment expenses (November and December 2014 rent) and moving costs based on average earnings in the amount of $13,607.00.

All in favor of motion to approve the Project Calendar except Council Member Pazour, motion carried.
Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention as follows:

Resolution No. 24308 approving Payment #8 to Martin Gardner Architecture for Professional Services regarding the Uptown Revitalization Project in the amount of $1,575.00.
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Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:
a. New application for a Special Class C Liquor License with additional privilege for Sunday Sales for Giving Tree Theater, LLC, dba Giving Tree Theater (752 10th Street).  Effective Date: 01/01/2015.
b. Renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales for Louie’s Scoreboard LLC, dba Louie’s Scoreboard (740 10th Street).  Expiration Date: 1/31/2015.  No violations in previous five years.

Vote: Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing on proposals to enter into General Obligation Loan Agreements.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Resolution No. 24309 taking additional action on proposal to enter into General Obligation Loan Agreements, combining Loan Agreements, setting the date for sale of General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds and authorizing the use of a preliminary official statement in connection therewith was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24309.  Council Member Draper expressed concerns with one taxing body making decisions for another taxing body.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained how tax increment financing effects other taxing entities.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24310 setting the date for public hearing on proposal to enter into a General Obligation Refunding Loan Agreement and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $1,800,000.00 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24310.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24311 approving a purchase agreement and payment for property located at 708 7th Avenue related to the 7th Avenue/7th Street Roundabout in the amount of $130,000.00 (Leona M. Gary Revocable Trust) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24311.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to receive and file a request to waive Subdivision Ordinance requirements to allow the issuance of one (1) building permit for a commercial building, Lot 1, Industrial Center East Eighth Addition prior to final platting and approval of Industrial Center East Eighth Addition Final Plat for property located south of 3rd Avenue and west of 44th Street (Chad Brandel, Abode Companies).  Vote: Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
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Resolution No. 24312 approving a request to waive Subdivision Ordinance requirements to allow the issuance of one (1) building permit for a commercial building, Lot 1, Industrial Center East Eighth Addition prior to final platting and approval of Industrial Center East Eighth Addition Final Plat for property located south of 3rd Avenue and west of 44th Street (Chad Brandel, Abode Companies) was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24312.  Vote: Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24313 approving statement of work for managed IT services with Marco was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24313.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.


Resolution No. 24314 Resolution of intent to approve the use of tax increment financing from the Central Corridor/ Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area for Hupp Electric Motors was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24314.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral appointment:
a. James Hoth, 695 49th Street, Nuisance Enforcement Property Maintenance Advisory Board, term expires 01-01-2018.
All in favor of motion to concur with the Mayor’s recommendation, motion carried.
Council Discussion Time:


Council Member Pazour stated that there was an article in today’s Marion Times noting that it was 70 years ago that the announcement was made on the radio by the Associated Press that Colonel William Reed had been listed as “Missing in Action”.  Council Member Pazour stated that she remembers being at a parade to honor Colonel Reed.

Council Member Crawford reminded everyone about the branding presentation tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. at the Giving Tree Theater.

Council Member Crawford stated that he wanted to address the comments that were made by Council Member Pazour earlier in the meeting regarding the 7th Avenue/7th Street Roundabout.  Council Member Crawford agreed that there has been some unexpected costs with the project.  He requested that Council Member Pazour not quote costs on a project.  He noted that that the facts need to be used, not opinions.  Council Member Crawford also commented that he finds it interesting that although Council Member Pazour normally advocates for small businesses, she has voted against paying the businesses the money that they are legally due.

Council Member AbouAssaly thanked City Attorney Don Hoskins for researching when it is appropriate to waive the second and/or third reading of an Ordinance.
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Council Member Draper asked for information on the sustainable urban forest project meeting.  Parks Director Mike Carolan explained that the meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 14th from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Lowe Park.  He noted that the City received a grant from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for the training.

Council Member Draper reminded everyone of the State of the City address to be held on Tuesday, January 27th at the Longbranch.


Mayor Bouska noted that Colonel William Reed was killed when the engine in his aircraft failed and he had to bail out.  He hit the tail of the airplane when he ejected.


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented an update on the 1204 7th Avenue project.  He noted that Mr. Steve Stefani was called out of town and unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  City Manager Pluckhahn showed a drawing of the building with the second floor completed.  Mr. Pluckhahn stated that he visited with representatives of Mr. Stefani’s bank.  They are expecting the second story to be constructed in about three years if everything goes as planned.
Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 6:11 p.m.




















____________________________







Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

