

Minutes 
Public Services Board
City of Marion
Tuesday, February 12, 2013

Present: Kevin Morgan, Mark Morgan, Tom Padley, Colleen Prokup,
	       and Joe Spinks
Absent: Bill Jones
Staff: Ryan Miller, Diane Toy, and Steve Kenny

1. Approval of January Minutes.
1. Review of House Pickup Request.
1. Discussion Regarding Site Visits to Plasma Power and Fiberight.
1. Update Regarding CNG Project.
1. Discussion Regarding Sanitary Sewer Rates.
1. Old/New Business.
1. Adjournment.
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ITEM 1 Call to Order
Colleen Prokup called to order the regular meeting of the Public Service Board on Tuesday, February 12, 2013 at 12:10 PM. A motion to approve the January 2013 minutes was made by Mark Morgan, seconded by Kevin Morgan, Motion carried.
ITEM 2 Review of House Pickup
Discussed the House Pickup for Iona Hrdlicka, she is handicapped and uses a cane to walk. A motion to approve the House Pickup was made by Kevin Morgan, seconded by Colleen Prokup, Motion carried.

ITEM 3 Discussion Regarding Site Visits to Plasma Power and Fiberight
On January 25th, 2013 Ryan, Lon, Mayor Snooks and Craig Adamson went to Fort Lauderdale, Florida to visit Plasma Power, the plant was down for maintenance so they were not able to see the plant up and running. They say they run up to 140 tons per day. The buckets are about the size of our 18 gallons recycle bins and are set by hand on the belt to be dumped into the plasma chamber. They were shown inside the plasma chamber and the plasma torch that cost $1 million dollars. They are turning 1 lb of glass into 1 lb of Rockwall. Plasma Power has lost all of their financing at this time, we will keep the lines of communications open with them. 
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ITEM 3 Discussion Regarding Site Visits to Plasma Power and Fiberight continued
The group then traveled onto Richmond, VA to visit the Fiberight plant. The Fiberight building is in a residential neighborhood and there was no odor, and the plant is running 7 days a week, 24 hours per day and processing 50 tons per day, with future expansion up to 500 tons per day. There is no garbage smell because they disinfect the garbage and remove the plastics and metals out of the waste.
The Auto Clave can possibly be made here in Marion by Marion Mixers, and the plant may employee up to 30 people to run it. The natural gases produced by the process are testing at 800 – 900 BTU’s, which is very high and they are using that to run the plant. Ryan said the tour and presentation was very interesting and informative. Fiberight would like to break ground this year; they are working on a proposal for the City of Marion. The Dirty Merph would employee Equipment Operator jobs and they would take all the garbage. Can develop the area as an Eco Park and have businesses like City Carton as part of the Fiberight plant for the recycling and set up a place to collect white goods. The Blairstown plant has the Researchers and Engineers working there at the plant that is up and operational.
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ITEM 4 Update Regarding CNG Project
Ryan and Sean went to Ankeny to visit a company about natural gas filling station and small slow fill units. Ryan said 5 independent haulers have contacted him about using natural gas to fuel their fleets.  May do a small slow unit fill on 2-3 trucks as a demo to see how it would work and gather information for future determination of what would be needed. You would still have to be hooked up to a Natural gas line, Ryan would like to take this slow and work with our neighbors and the Linn COOP, who is very interested in this project. The cost will be about $1 million dollar investment, but can pay for itself in about 12 months. 


ITEM 5 Discussion Regarding Sanitary Rates
Ryan let the PS Board know that letters were sent out to Multi-unit resident owners to explain the rate changes, and a letter was sent to residential owners by the Water Department and Public Service (see attached for all the information on rate increase). 
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ITEM 5 Discussion Regarding Sanitary Rates continued

Cedar Rapids will not sit down with us to discuss the O & M charges and the increase in cost; they want an annexation agreement for the area off East Robins road before they will talk with us. The original O & M  agreement was signed back in 1978 and has never been updated. We are concerned about the Squaw Creek inceptor line to Cedar Rapids, we are the only ones to use the line and we will have to pay the bulk of the cost to repair and update the line in the amount of $30 -40 million. Now we require the entire industrial wet user to pre treat waste water before is goes down the line. Ryan has been talking about natural wetlands to filter and clean the waste water, a company is now treating de-icing materials used at airports to de-ice airplanes and using a natural filtration system to purify  the water, which is cleaner then water coming out of wells.
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ITEM 6 Old / New Business 
Ryan shared a letter from a resident Mr. Lewers who wants his broken recycle bin replaced by Public Service. A motion to not approve the request was made by Mark Morgan, seconded by Colleen Prokup, Motion carried. There will be future discussion on this as Fiberight has offered to subsidize the cost of recycle bins for residents so the residents will recycle more in the future and we would be able to give the recycle bins for free.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ryan shared the new Public Service handout with the PS Board that Amber Bisinger made for us, everyone agreed the 1 page handout was great and very informative; we will start using it as soon as we finish the pile of current handouts.
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A motion to adjourn was made at 1:10 PM by Mark Morgan seconded by Tom Padley, Motion was carried.

Next PBS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, 2013.
  
Respectfully submitted by:

_____________________
Ryan Miller
Public Service Director

RM/dpt

