








April 24, 2014

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, April 24, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor’s Announcements: 
Mayor Bouska read a proclamation for Building Safety Month.  He presented the proclamation to Assistant Building Director Gary Hansen.  
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:  None.
Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the April 8 and 10, 2014 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $773,089.47.


Motion to approve the following liquor license application: 

a. New application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales for QDogs BBQ, LLC, dba QDogs BBQ Company (895 Blairs Ferry Road).  Anticipated opening date: April 30 – May 3, 2014.

Resolution No. 23773 setting public hearing on the FY 2013 – 2014 budget amendment for May 22, 2014.

Motion to receive and file Public Services 2014 Work Schedule.


Resolution No. 23774 approving the purchase of traffic marking paint from Sherwin Williams in the amount of $25,734.50.


Motion to solicit bids for two refuse packers.


Motion to solicit bids for yard waste processing equipment.


Motion to receive and file the 2014 Parks Operations and Recreation work programs.

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding property located at 5010 Winslow Road (Don Schultz, 5065 Winslow Road).
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Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:


a. Resolution No. 23775 approving Partial Payment No. 4 to Anderson-Bogert Engineers for engineering services regarding the CEMAR Trail Project in the amount of $392.82.

b. Resolution No. 23776 approving Partial Payment No. 28 to Anderson-Bogert Engineers for engineering services regarding the Marion Central Corridor Project in the amount of $2,646.00.

c. Resolution No. 23777 approving Partial Payment No. 5 to YTT Design Solutions for Right-of-Way Services associated with the Tower Terrace Project – Phase I in the amount of $1,365.00.

d. Resolution No. 23778 approving Partial Payment No. 2 for reimbursement to Mooney-Engle Land Company for engineering services by YTT Design Solutions associated with Tower Terrace Road – Phase V (10th Street to Indian Creek Road) in the amount of $35,165.00.

Resolution No. 23779 approving contract with KWS Inc. regarding the 2014 Hwy US 151/IA 13 Traffic Signal Modifications.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding the 2014 7th Avenue Improvements Project, as follows:

a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2014 7th Avenue Improvements Project.
b. Resolution No. 23780 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2014 7th Avenue Improvements Project.
c. Resolution No. 23781 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2014 7th Avenue Improvements Project.
d. Resolution No. 23782 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2014 7th Avenue Improvements Project.


Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payment as follows:


a. Resolution No. 23783 approving Payment No. 4 to Alta Planning & Design for services related to the Master Trails Plan in the amount of $3,433.13.

 







Page 3, April 24, 2014
Resolution No. 23784 setting a public hearing for May 8, 2014 regarding request to amend Marion Land Use Plan from Single-Family Detached Residential to Single-Family Attached Residential and to rezone property from A-1, Rural Restricted to R-2, Medium Density Single-Family Residential, R-3, Two-Family Residential, and R-4, Four-Family Residential with conditions for property located west of 35th Street and north of Tower Terrace Road (M&W Ventures, LLC).

Resolution No. 23785 authorizing the submittal of a State Financial Assistance Application for the 44th Street/Highway 100 Traffic Signal Project RISE grant for Fiberight.

Motion to receive and file March 2014 Departmental Reports.

Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement:


a. Movin’ for McAuley 5KRun/Walk, Saturday, May 3, 2014, Lowe Park, 6:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (Nicki Ross, Catherine McAuley Center, 866 Fourth Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids).
Council Member Spinks expressed concern with installation of traffic signals at Highway 100 and 44th Street.  He requested that traffic signals at one of the intersections on Highway 100 be removed.  All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the 2014 Valleyview Drive Reconstruction Project.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Resolution No. 23786 accepting bids and awarding contract to Rathje Construction Co. regarding the 2014 Valleyview Drive Reconstruction Project in the amount of $156,614.60 was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 23786.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to direct staff to proceed with landscaping associated with the Alburnett Road Roundabout.  Council Member Pazour expressed concern that landscaping the roundabout may impact visibility.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow and Parks Director Mike Carolan presented the staff report.  Mayor Bouska asked if there is a contract with the landscaping company.  Parks Director Mike Carolan explained that there is not a contract.  The payment will be based on hours worked.  The Parks Department is estimating that it will take 80 hours to complete the project.  Council Member Spinks asked how much money is left in the project budget.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow indicated that there is $59,700 left.  Those funds will be used to complete the landscaping project.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Pazour to reconsider Resolution No. 23314, a request associated with rain water runoff (Sally Meyer, 501 1St Street).  Mayor Bouska presented pictures that he had taken at 501 1st Street.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  Council discussed the rain water runoff issues at 501 1st Street.  Mayor Bouska asked Ms. Meyer if she would like to make comments to the City Council.  Ms. Meyer indicated that she did not wish to make comments.  Roll Call on motion to reconsider Res. No. 23314:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Crawford.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 23314 approving contract with Pate Asphalt regarding a request associated with rain water runoff for property located at 501 1St Street in an amount not to exceed $1,150.00 (Failed on 8-8-13) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 23314.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow explained that the amount was $950 when the Resolution was considered on August 8, 2013.  He indicated that costs may have increased since then.  Council Member Spinks stated that the property owner should share in the cost.  Sally Meyer, 501 1st Street, indicated that she does not want to participate in the cost if it will not totally solve the problem.  Council discussed the project.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to amend Res. No. 23314 to approve contract with Pate Asphalt regarding a request associated with rain water runoff for property located at 501 1st Street in an amount not to exceed $1,300 and with the City and the homeowner each paying half of the cost.  Vote on amendment to Res. No. 23314:  Yeas:  Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Pazour and Crawford.  Motion carried.  Vote on Res. No. 23314 as amended:  Yeas:  Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Pazour and Crawford.  Motion carried.  
Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to Chapter 176, Zoning Regulations of the Marion Code of Ordinances, more specifically to remove Section 176.38, Major Streets from the Chapter.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed. 

Ordinance No. 14-04 amending Chapter 176, Zoning Regulations of the Marion Code of Ordinances, more specifically to remove Section 176.38, Major Streets from the Chapter was read by Pazour for initial consideration.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve the first reading of Ord. 14-04.  Council Member Spinks asked if the builders have seen this amendment.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne explained that the content is not changing.  The change is to approve the street designation by Resolution, rather than Ordinance.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to Chapter 175, Subdivision Regulations of the Marion Code of Ordinances, more specifically to add in a section on major streets.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented 
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the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Ordinance No. 14-05 amending Chapter 175, Subdivision Regulations of the Marion Code of Ordinances, more specifically to add in a section on major streets was read by Etzel for initial consideration.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 14-05.  Council Member Spinks suggested that each revision to the document be tracked.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that policies show the original creation date and the date of each revision.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne noted that there will be many changes to the Zoning Code coming up.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to direct staff to proceed with the enforcement of nuisance and zoning violations of businesses located in the Industrial Zoning District along 49th Street and 51st Street south of 8th Avenue.  Mayor Bouska indicated that there are a lot of nuisances in the area.  He stated that it should not have been allowed to get this bad.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that nuisance issues are enforced on a complaint basis.  Council Member Draper explained that the industrial area has a lot of parts and materials stored outside.  Council Member Pazour suggested that the business be penalized if the Code Enforcement Officer has to check on a property multiple times.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Crawford, seconded by Pazour to direct staff to develop long term parking strategies for the Central Business District.  Council Member Draper noted that the City has a parking lot that is gravel.  He suggested that the City improve their parking lot if he has to improve his parking lot.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 23787 approving a contract with Roger Brooks International for community branding in the amount of $100,000.00 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 23787.  Council discussed the proposed contract for community branding.  Assistant to the City Manager Amanda Kaufman responded to Council questions.  All in favor except Pazour, motion carried.

Moved by Draper, seconded by Pazour to direct staff to investigate rules regarding a Boards and Commissions attendance policy.  Council Member Etzel asked if the attendance policy would apply to all boards.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that some boards have their own bylaws and attendance policies.  All in favor, motion carried.  
Council Discussion Time:


Council Member Pazour noted that Dan Buettner, author of the Blue Zones book, was involved with the walkability study recently.  Council Member Pazour asked if he 
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walked where the roundabout will be installed in the area of 6th Avenue and 15th Street.  She stated that the roundabout will discourage pedestrians.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that Mr. Buettner commented that he prefers roundabouts to signalized intersections because they are safer for pedestrians.  Mr. Pluckhahn explained that roundabouts have a refuge area for pedestrians and pedestrians only have to look one direction for traffic.  


Council Member AbouAssaly welcomed the high school students attending tonight’s meeting for their government class.


Council Member AbouAssaly noted that Marion has been named a Tree City USA Growth Award recipient.  This is the 21st year that Marion has received this designation.  

Council Member Draper reminded Council of the tree planting tomorrow at noon at City Hall for Arbor Day.


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn reminded Council of the City Showcase to be held Saturday, April 26th at City Square Park.  Council Members will be serving cake and ice cream from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.


Council Member AbouAssaly noted that Running Wild has opened at 1070 7th Avenue.


Council Member Draper provided information about Marion’s history including the history of the library and Thomas Park


Mayor Bouska reminded Council of the Arbor Day planting and proclamation at noon on April 25th, Fire Chief Terry Jackson’s retirement party from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on April 25th, and the City Showcase on April 26th.

Council Member Spinks congratulated Fire Chief Terry Jackson on his retirement.  Chief Jackson has served the City for over 35 years.  
Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 8:19 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

