Minutes 

Public Services Board

City of Marion

Tuesday, February 14, 2012
Present: Kevin Morgan, Colleen Prokop, and Tom Padley
Absent: Mark Morgan, Bill Jones
Staff: Ryan Miller, Diane Toy

1. Approval of  January 2012 Minutes

2. Discussion regarding use of Yard Waste Facilities
3. Discussion regarding Waste to Energy Facilities
 4.  Discussion regarding Indian/Dry Creek Improvement 
 5.   Old/New Business

 6.   Adjournment

ITEM 1 Call to Order
Kevin Morgan called to order the regular meeting of the Public Service Board on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 12:05 PM. A motion to approve the January 2012 minutes was made by Tom Padley, seconded by Colleen Prokop, Motion carried.
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ITEM 2 Discussion regarding use of Yard Waste Facilities
Ryan met with the Mayor and Public Service Supervisors of Robins and Hiawatha on extending our Yard Waste Facilities to smaller neighboring towns and Mt. Vernon has expressed an interest. We would have to expand our collection facility, and decided to keep it just for residential residents. The interested towns say they would help with a capital investment to purchase land to expand the collection area. Each town would have a drop off site within their city and truck the yard waste to our facility. Tom asked if we would charge a fee to the town and if we did that how would we decide how much and would it be by weight like at the landfill, if by weight can look into using Pelling  We need to put together an operating budget by the next PS Board meeting and move forward with this project.  Motion was made by Kevin Morgan and second by Colleen Prokop. Motion carried.
Minutes 

Public Services Board

City of Marion

Tuesday, February 14, 2012
Continued

ITEM 3 Discussion regarding Waste to Energy Facilities
Ryan discussed with the PS Board his memo to the Mayor and City Council about his concerns with the contract with Plasma Power LLC. The tonnage request at the beginning of talks was 100 tons per day, and has gone up to 250 tons per day 6 days a week. This is a major concern to us because we collect about 25 tons a day and we would have a tonnage short fall that we would be liable to pay for, which could be about 1.5 mil per year. The city would also have to collect fees from private companies; also Plasma Power can transfer ownership at anytime without any knowledge or consent of the city. There are other companies out there who are converting waste to energy, we need to explore other options available. They also plan to turn the energy into stream and have not current customer base and the current pipes in the ground are very old and in need of repairs. Fiberight in Blairstown, Iowa turns garbage into ethanol. They sort all your waste and remove plastic and metal from food/paper waste, recycle the plastic and metal and use the food/paper for ethanol production and animal feed. They would charge $30.00 per ton dumping fee and are willing to build a material sorting facility here in Marion. They have received a grant from the Federal Government and seem to be in the business for the long haul. This process is very clean, no smoke stacks, use grey water. The PS Board had lots of questions that needed to be answered before they could support the Plasma Power LLC contract and look forward to more information about Fiberight.
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ITEM 4 New / Old Business

Asked how the new City Council was adjusting, and if they are up on the current events moving forward in the city. 
ITEM 5 Adjourment
A motion to adjourn was made by at 12:45 PM by Colleen Prokop seconded by Kevin Morgan, Motion was carried.

Next PBS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March13, 2012.

Respectfully submitted by:
_____________________

Ryan Miller

Public Service Director

RM/dpt
