
 

AGENDA 

Civil Rights Commission 

6:30 PM - Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue 

This meeting will be recorded.  

  

NOTE: Based on COVID-19 guidance from Linn County Public Health and the State of Iowa 
to limit the size of groups gathering, this meeting is able to be viewed online. To watch, go 
to Zoom.com, select Join a Meeting, and enter the Meeting ID# 894 8428 2588. A link is also 
provided at www.cityofmarion.org. Audio only can be heard by calling 1-646-558-8656 and 
entering the same Meeting ID listed above.  

  

Anyone who wishes to comment on an agenda item may submit their comment during the 
meeting by selecting Q&A and entering your name, address and comment. All comments 
will be acknowledged during the meeting.  
 

Page 
 
 CALL TO ORDER  
 
 ROLL CALL  
 
 PUBLIC FORUM 

This time is for comments from the public on topics listed on the agenda or 
general comments related to work of the Commission. Please understand the 
Commission will not take any action on comments that are unrelated to the 
current agenda due to requirements of the Open Meetings Law, but may do so 
at a future meeting.  

 

 
 PRESENTATIONS/GUEST SPEAKERS  
 
 1. Discussion on Hate Crimes - Lata D'Mello, Monsoon Women  

Southern Poverty Law Center Pamphlet - Shared by Commissioner 
Jackson 

3 - 4 

 
 2. Lawful Source of Income - Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven, Cedar Rapids 

Civil Rights Commission  

 

 
 REGULAR AGENDA  
 
 1. Motion to approve the March 3, 2021 minutes  

March 3, 2021 Minutes 

5 - 7 

 
 2. Chairman's Report   
 
 3. Director's Report  

MCRC ED Report 4.1.21 

Marion Inquires & Intakes April 2021 

8 - 11 

 
 4. Executive Committee Report   
 
 5. Cedar Rapids Liaison Report   
 
 6. Communication and Outreach Committee Report   
 
 7. Community Equity Task Force Report   
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 8. Proclamation List Review and Discussion  

Proclamations 

12 

 
 COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

During this portion of the meeting, Commissioners may bring forward 
communications, concerns, and reports on various matters.  

 

 
 ADJOURN  

  

Any visually impaired or hearing impaired person needing assistance to participate in this meeting 
should contact the Civil Rights staff liaison at (319) 743-6301 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

Page 2 of 12



Facts You Should Know 3 »-my

SINGLE-BIAS HATE CRIME MIJRDERS IN THE UNITED STATES

2008 aims 2010 1011 2012 2013 ml 0 1015 2i'iI6 2m 1 ms 201!

Q me: Q RELIGIUM
.

SE)(llAl omenunon Q sennsmaznnznmannv .DISABILITY

Hate Crimes Are On The Rise

D D Like every year. Trice-based Imte D Reported crimes directed :|KJ:Iinst

zrimosworoliieinostnunverous Jews and Jewish Institutions
That incr(~:is(-(I14

was the most rammed since the FBI
Iwgm‘ “wading this dam In 1991 D Anll-Hlsnrinktlnlr: Ulli'i(‘SllICl(‘n§v}d

for the lomtii straight your >

the highest sin(e the

FBI hr-gnn coll:-(ting this ipocitiz

data in 1013.

White Nationalist White Nationalism Isn't
Violence Is on The Rise The Same A5 White Supremacy

by 2019.

while suprt-macists weir: linked to 165

deaths in 336 incidents.

White nntionalisnl IS wr.-nponizr.-d s|ipr(-inacy - with (ion! intent on the
nmdlcntlun of all "lion-\i'llIitL‘s." Not the upprussloli. "I0 crndicrition.

SPLC Action Alerts

Page 3 of 12



auewmsQnmaA

)l\3'1"J."0A-

,1-mu

>Iom.L.puppaiQ.

zwwu‘w1El£“\\1

Aumvalmuiansw

‘nI5.Jlni..1|Hxl<;§A§-‘1:‘4;~VI"'

ltnmzasuj

r.<u-um...-1»m~
‘

:.Ia|eAezs0:l.|3!|.|Muosuuo;:e|d;o:sn

paw:;nam2mm;mamaaeeuasua
01mmDuemsuuauxama?eauaow.
amnauA2:/ueAa;amanwega?uap

au:maneSana;Amuammapmpna
ue_

a1IzHamsaunas
—as;-yam

yEu\E\m)S1A;5lx?au)lmE\SE:\]1d$as)

-msm,wnmarpusequowaulms-A39
S1a>x?uJ.uS:aJnpam~1s\|EuxrInV
E-wuuvm-p1uMEKqpauoqpuauampmg

.n..

awnW?mxpsunq?nmxuaumaa
summay:msqoxuouxsorx um5.mm
as.aeuompu?sx<n='anpa‘<1aAI?me:
'swaJedumNemmNawus0:mm
a?zmozuaamam!AmDemu/won
u.ameua/uss.O?m?ummu

':TV,'3 ._,._

'sogl'w|oonsgulau-0o1sa(:uz~m.=1pJosmaln?uuadmu);n

\1:L‘|nAnpamm.s:uu?nolu'un!)L':g|L')!pma;manmanauoon5!man;

wowmum

m;sunpu?uno/16|||1n6m1|)\|v1<iuunpoonly:;m16lIu|o|tI-aomszsuuauo

.-

nr-a-

u---
a-

-=.p=~r-=I'-'

WEEWE

((311/~\D
QEF-§11“@3)VA

mmiulswaEXWm

m@i_>:m;[,JIp1§©Jl

5‘-3@JJ11®®J~KQELFEEdétj???dlad]

@[mm@A

(9):;s@1a1@3g:;@H@] EJSH

:3
J

R]

saamosaqqpugqeqsa/xuowaq1o1sn3o,u\AeJp‘6u1p|OfJSueq1Jeq1ea'seuJaq1pa1eedaJ

Jo;],J9|QSug/R913pue?ug?essqauopa/\o|mo/?1eL4/v\o16ugua1sg|S[3mSE6LiJJ61U|’1OZ)

154;;159C]eqi“sagL‘b3©n©@[@; usgmlamxa©:,S@[5LLU©??@[L[3 f©smagm£E>u;:,@©]w,u©3g,®

mien[2mgpaduamgsg?g[L?[5E?]®[L?E) ‘£LL©g:1@zgn@3gg®@a ©1;j1],@C’? meaw®;1®musg@2J©[L4]j,

'UO!],€Z!|l?3!pQJaug|uo4o1eaJL41aq1Je1uno3o1sda1sayqg5ue1sepg/\oJd
—

P1361-G//\OQ9WU!>/3/ai5U/JUOJJUOQ5’93U9///Sad5U./D//N9
-

SW159141'W@'Jl?3;C7J=?3®&

mgsgnrmpe[5u1rm©/E[51£;:,®£EJJre>:3 [mutansaajumg©a-:>M.ugm,sgu.u1@;L;:1g®nd1x@ weS3,‘SIJ1?\‘€.>JJQ],3(©/\/\Ol.|

pue1sJepunsnnpedlaqo1apgn69paseageugjdgaq1‘(‘||a3d)qe‘|uo11eAouu|pue

LpueasaaUJS!LU8J1><3 pueuogqezumodS‘/§1!S,IS/\[U?ueauewvl,|J,!N\dgqmauuedu|

Page 4 of 12



 Page 1 of 3 

MARION CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday March 3, 2021, 6:30 pm 
Location: Zoom Webinar ID: 859 5333 3504 

 
Commissioners Present:      Dave Baumler  

     Danielle Brazant 
     Frederick Brown 

                                                Renae Forsyth-Christy 
    Selita Jansen 
                                                Bret Nilles      
                                                Okpara Rice 

     Chris Stoner  
                                                Jennifer Tibbetts 
                                                Angelica Vannatta   
                                                
Commissioners Absent:      Kent Jackson 

 
     Staff/Other Present:              Amal Eltahir 
                                                     Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven 
                                                     Ana Clymer 
                                                     Alma Apolonio Bernal                                                      
                                                      

I. Call to Order 
Commissioner Brown, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.   

 
III. Public Response 

None 
 
IV. Director’s Report 

Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven, Executive Director for the Cedar Rapids Civil 
Rights Commission (CRCRC), stated Alma Apolonio Bernal is a new intern with 
the CRCRC and will work with the Commission through May 2021. Ms. 
Munsterman-Scriven shared outreach efforts of the CRCRC. Ms. Munsterman-
Scriven shared how the CRCRC is utilizing a grant received from the U.S. 
Department of Housing (HUD). Ms. Munsterman-Scriven stated Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity are now protected under the Fair Housing Act. 
Ms. Munsterman-Scriven shared events or presentations that will be held at 
upcoming CRCRC meetings.   

 
V. Approval of Minutes  

Commissioner Stoner pointed out a correction under Committee Reports 
indicating it was Commissioner Jansen that provided the Communication and 
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Outreach Committee report, not him. Commissioner Forsyth-Christy moved to 
approve the February minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Rice seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved.  
 

VI. Report from Chair 
Commissioner Brown stated with Commissioner Jackson’s absence there will be 
no report. 
 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Executive Committee 

Commissioner Brown stated the Executive Committee met on February 
26th to set the agenda. The Committee also discussed the Community 
Equity Task Force and scoring of the LMI Housing Assistance Grant. 

 
b. Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission Liaison –  

Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated the CRCRC had Nick Maybanks as 
a guest speaker at their February meeting to discuss a Marijuana 
Diversion Program.  
 

c. Communication and outreach Committee – 
Commissioner Jansen stated the Committee created a plan for outreach 
for the next 12 months focusing on three major categories:  

o Read and Respond 
o Attend and Act 
o Listen and Learn 

Commissioners provided suggestions for modifications and additions. 
Commissioner Jansen asked if the City could monitor social media posts 
from the CRCRC and reshare them on the Marion Facebook page.  

 
VIII. Unfinished Business  

a. Community Equity Task Force 
Commissioner Brown stated the Community Equity Task Force reviewed 
the vision statement and through discussion it was determined residents 
are not familiar with what the task force is and what their purpose is. 
Therefore, the task force decided to create a Communication and 
Outreach subcommittee to determine best ways to communicate the 
mission and purpose of the task force and how the work ties to the Civil 
Rights Commission. Commissioner Tibbetts shared ideas the task force 
subcommittee came up with regarding outreach and communication to 
Marion residents. The Commission discussed various aspects of outreach.  
 

b. Marion Low Income Housing Assistance Grant 
Commissioner Nilles stated grant requests were received from ASAC, 
Willis Dady, Catherine McAuley, Marion Cares, and Waypoint. 
Commissioner Nilles stated each grant was reviewed individually and 
scored based on the criteria used in previous years. Commissioner Nilles 
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stated it was decided to award $7,000 to Willis Dady, $6,500 to Marion 
Cares, and $6,500 to Waypoint. Commissioners asked questions 
regarding the grant applications and had a discussion.  
 
Commissioner Rice moved to approve the recommendation of awarding 
$7,000 to Willis Dady, $6,500 to Marion Cares, and $6,500 to Waypoint. 
Commissioner Baumler seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
approved with Commissioner Tibbetts abstaining.  

 
IX. New Business 

a. Public Statements 
b. Lawful Source of Income 

Commissioner Vannatta stated she would like to know if statements can 
be made from the Civil Rights Commission and if so, what is the process 
for making those statements. Commissioner Vannatta stated she was 
asked why the Commission did not make a statement against the Lawful 
Source of Income bill. Commissioner Vannatta also stated she thought it 
would have been appropriate for the Commission to make a statement in 
support of the school district changing their mascot and providing the 
reasons why. The Commission discussed how to show support or 
opposition to bills and other topics in the future.  
 
Commissioner Rice moved to approve the Commission making a 
statement in support of Marion Independent Schools changing their 
mascot. Commissioner Forsyth-Christy seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved.  

 
X. Good of the Order 

Amal Eltahir, Commission Liaison, stated Commissioner Brazant was offered a 
position with a magazine writing about civil rights issues.  
 

XI. Adjournment 
Commissioner Nilles moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m. Commissioner 
Vannatta seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  
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Marion Civil Rights Commission (MCRC) 
Executive Director’s Report  

April 7, 2021 
 

OFFICE/STAFF UPDATES 
• Staff members participated in a discussion of Myers Briggs results to better understand how we 

each perceive and process information and to strengthen our ability to serve our community. This 
dialogue was led by the Cedar Rapids Organizational Health Manager. 

• Upcoming  
o April: CRCRC staff members will attend the virtual White Privilege Conference 
o May: Team discussion of “The Ideal Team Player” by Patrick Lencioni  

 
OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
 
Events in March 
• Cultural Celebration and Expo 
o In partnership with the Cedar Rapids Public Library, the fifth annual Community Cultural 

Celebration and Expo was held virtually with a week of celebrations and stories. 
o Videos were shared throughout the week of March 22 to celebrate the diverse community in 

Cedar Rapids and share the message that You Belong Here.  
o Thank you to Bernie Walther for coordinating this work with the Library and to Umaru Balde for 

recording our video!    
 
• Women’s History Month: Feminine Hygiene Drive  
o In honor of women’s history month, CRCRC conducted a Feminine Hygiene Drive to benefit 

Women’s Services at Catherine McAuley Center 
o Thank you to Kelly Hemmer for coordinating this drive and to Alma Apolonio Bernal for her 

assistance in delivering drop-off boxes to stores! And a big thank you to all staff for picking up 
the donations to transport to CMC! 
 

• Women’s History Month: Virtual Documentary Discussion: Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise 
o Small group discussion of the documentary, Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise   

 
Events in April 
• Fair Housing Month: Art Contest for Youth  
o Theme: Home and Belonging: What Home Means To Me 
o Entry packets: Available on our website: www.Cedar-Rapids.org/civilrights  
o Eligibility: Contest open to all K-12 grade students who attend Cedar Rapids area schools, 

including students who are not US citizens, virtual learners, and those who are homeschooled.  
o Key Dates: 
 Now - Deadlines: Promotion of Art Contest  
 April 14: Poster submissions due 
 April 14: Poetry submissions due 
 April 20: Judge Spoken Word and Written Word (grades 9-12) – Virtual Event 
 April 20: Deadline for Commissioners to record votes on Posters (grades K-2, 3-5, 6-8) 

 We will share images of the posters with Commissioners and provide a mechanism for 
Commissioners to record the vote virtually. 

 April 21: Announce winners during virtual Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission meeting 
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• Fair Housing Month: Cedar Rapids “House Party” 
 In partnership with Neighborhood Finance Corporation, Horizons, and other City of CR 

departments, information about fair housing rights, purchasing and refinancing a home, 
forgivable loans for home repairs and/or renovations, selecting a contractor, programs 
offered by the CR Community Development Department, etc. will be shared during a virtual 
event. 

 Umaru Balde will present at this event. 
 Date of event: April 24, 10:00am-11:30am 

 
• Sexual Assault Awareness Month: Virtual Presentation 

 In partnership with Riverview Center, CRCRC is hosting a virtual presentation discussing 
sexual assault awareness, misconceptions, defining advocacy, available resources/services, 
and how the community can and should respond.  

 We chose April 27 because April 28 is Denim Day and we’d like to inform people of the 
relevance of that day so they can participate in it. 

 See attached document explaining Denim Day 
 Date of event: April 27, 6:30pm 

 
Events in May 
• Asian and Pacific American Heritage Month: Film Screening and Panel Discussion 

 To honor Asian and Pacific American Heritage month, give voice to concerns, and discuss 
the rise in hate crimes and discrimination against Asian and Pacific Americans, the CRCRC 
is partnering with the Marion Civil Rights Commission to host a panel discussion and a 
screening of the documentary, “Do We Belong?”  

 Date of event: TBD, but likely May 4 or 6, 6:30pm 
 

• Asian and Pacific American Heritage Month: Celebration of Cultures 
 The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission is partnering with the Marion Civil Rights 

Commission, the Cedar Rapids Public Library, and the Marion Public Library in the 
disbursement of DIY educational kits to the community containing information, history, and 
instructions for an origami project.  

 The Commission is developing an educational social media campaign for throughout the 
month of May. 

 
HUD UPDATES 
• HUD Partnership Grant Projects 
o Know Your Rights Videos:  
 Production of 6 videos in multiple languages, including French, Spanish, Swahili, Lingala, 

Kirundi, and English.  
 The English version of this video will have ASL interpretation 
 Videos will explain basic fair housing rights, how to file a civil rights complaint, and examples 

of discrimination.  
 Production of videos in process. 
 Release in April for Fair Housing Month 

 
o Storytelling Videos:  
 Production of at least 5 short videos of immigrants and refugees sharing their experiences 

living in our community.  
 Production of videos in process. 
 Release in June for World Refugee Day 
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COMMISSIONER AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
• Speakers and Topics at Upcoming Commission Meetings 
o April: Announcement of Fair Housing Art Contest winners during CRCRC meeting 
o May: Senior Investigator Janet Abejo-Parker will present about mediation, conciliation, and 

peace circles during CRCRC meeting 
 
INTAKES/INQUIRIES 

o List of received intakes, calls, emails, or walk-ins from January 2020 to present included in 
meeting packet. 

o If an inquiry is not a discrimination matter, staff refers the individual to appropriate agencies for 
assistance.  

 
 
 
Respectfully,  
Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven 
Executive Director  
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Date Area Basis Details
1 January 2, 2020 Education Race Child being harrased, followed, and "grabbed" by teachers

2 February 11, 2020 Housing
Association, Mental Disability, 
Physical Disability, Sex, National 
Origin

Feels harassed regarding emotional support animal, such as receiving notices regarding barking; feels 
landlord is mointoring her unit, activities, and guests; getting in trouble for smoking when males don't

3 April 23, 2020 Housing Race
Landlord accusing tenant of dealing drugs from unit because of numerous visitors. Visitors are 
bringing supplies/food due to COVID-19. Landlord threatened to report tenant to Leased Housing if 
visitors continue

4 May 4, 2020 Housing Physical Disability Landlord requiring tenant to pay for accessible parking sign and indicating parking space cannot be 
located near the entrance, but would need to be 10 spaces away

5 May 4, 2020 Housing N/A Tenant is having issues with a "nuisance neighbor" and landlord will not do anything about it
6 June 5, 2020 Public Accommodation Race Differential treatment of children based on race
7 June 26, 2020 Employment Race Differential treatment based on race

8 July 14, 2020 Housing N/A Tenant is having issues with a neighbor and indicated the HOA will not do anything. 
No protected class. Referred for legal advice

9 November 20, 2020 Housing Disability/ESA Tenant states she was denied her ESA by her HOA. 
She will officially request the ESA and follow up with our office with the results

10 December 31, 2020 Public Accommodation N/A Caller stated she felt discriminated against but did not indicate protected class or basis of 
discrimination.

Marion Intakes/Inquiries Received Since March 1, 2021
Complaints were referred to the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, HUD, or another agency

Page 11 of 12



Civil Rights Proclamations 

 

National Religious Freedom Day – January 16 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day – 3rd Monday of January  

Black History Month – February 

Women’s History Month – March 

Fair Housing Month – April 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month – May  

Pride Month – June 

Juneteenth – June 19 

National Disability Independence Day – July 26 

Hispanic Heritage Month – September 15 – October 15 

National Disability Employment Awareness Month – October  

Human Rights Month – December OR International Human Rights Day – December 10 
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