MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES/NOTES
February 11, 2020		5:30 p.m.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center

ROLL CALL:   	Fuf Renfer, Jay Moore, Pat Schmidt, Tracey Bellach

ABSENT: Angie Pierce Jennings, Brenda Kowalsky, Leslie Montgomery Fox, Jane Strnad Nelson	

STAFF:	

Guests: Eric Miles & Cindy Fountain	

Call to Order – There was no quorum so the meeting proceeded informally.

Approval of December 10, 2019 Minutes 
Tabled until the March meeting

Sculpture Committee
Eric Miles gave an update on The Echo Project Art Sculpture. 
The project is coming long on time. Eric thanked the various groups & individuals who made this project possible. There is concern that the sculpture will not be very close to the inclusive playground. Part of the sculpture’s purpose was for an educational piece for children. The parabolic dishes for the project are new & will be finished in grey. At this time there are no plans for any decorations on the dishes but decorations may be added in the future. They are looking at adding a big gazing ball. It would represent the mylar balloon used in the Echo Hill communication project. There will also be a plaque on the site where the actual Echo Hill Station was.

Our Town Grant
No update at this time.

Exhibits
The 2020/21 exhibit schedule is as follows:
          	February 1 to February 29 - Mt. Mercy University & Kirkwood Community College
            February 29 to May 2 - Cara Briggs Farmers and Ben High
            May 2 to June 27 - Silje Lynne
            April 18 to May 30 in the Hall Gallery – Iowa Pastel Society
            June 27 to August 29 - Stan Weiderspan
            August 29 to October 31 - Xene Abraham
            October 31 – January 30, 2021 - ?
            February 1 to February 29 - Mt. Mercy University & Kirkwood Community College
            February 29 to May 1 – Cecil Houel
            May 1 to July 3 – Chris Sell 

Reception for Cecil Houel will be held on the same day the exhibit is installed in March 2021.
	
The December/January school exhibit was Marion High School.  A reception was held on Thursday, December 12, 2019.There were apprx. 60 attendees.
Westfield Elementary is exhibiting this month. 
*Note: Fuf will send Karlene the Mt. Mercy/Kirkwood poster so she can post it on the online.

Coffee House Night
	  On February 7, 2020 Irish Jam performed. There were 144 in attendance. 

		The remaining Coffee House Performers are:

	

	March 6, 2020            Tara McGovern and Keith Reins along with Champagne Academy of Irish Dance)

	April 3, 2020               Kelly Montijo Fink 
*Note: Tracey will email Angie regarding the performer’s checks.




Picnic on the Prairie – 
*Note: Tracey is going to check to see who does the advertising of events in the Marion Times. 
Tabled until the March meeting:
June performance by Diplomats of Solid Sound.
August Picnic on the Prairie
[bookmark: _Hlk34131009]
Budget Review 
Tabled until the March meeting: Discussion of funding for a cart was tabled until the March meeting. The cart would be used to store folding tables.
*Note: Tracey updated on the repair of the gallery display pedestals. Maintenance came out & painted the bad spots.

Old Business – These items will be revisited during the March meeting.
*Update on case or cloth sleeves for the storage of the MAC permanent art collection while not in use. 
*Deb from DKW Studios agreed to do out Plein Air workshop August 2020. 
*Karlene has reached out to Brenda. She had stated she will not renew her position on the Arts Council.  Cindy Fountain will be sending a letter to the City in regards to the opening on the Arts Council. 
*Fuf redid the email column in our guest gallery book.
* Signs to remind visitors not to touch the exhibits?
*The council will continue creatively thinking about the possibility of combining some summer events into one larger event.  
*The grant money needs to be used up by the end of June 2020.

New Business – Tabled until the March meeting
The Code of Ethics Annual review. (See below – please review & be ready to discuss)

Anything else?

Adjournment at 6:20 p.m.

Next meeting – Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center





