MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES
August 13, 2019         5:30 P.M.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center

ROLL CALL: 	 Fuf Renfer, Jay Moore, Jane Strnad Nelson, Leslie Montgomery Fox, Angie Pierce
                      	Jennings, Pat Schmidt

ABSENT: 	 Brenda Kowalsky

[bookmark: _GoBack]STAFF: 	 Karlene Hummel, Recreation/Aquatics Coordinator
	
GUESTS: 	 Amber Bisinger, Communications Manager, Jessica Carney, Event Coordinator,
 City of Marion

Approval of the June minutes 
Jane motioned to approve the July 9 minutes, Fuf seconded.  All in favor, motion carried.

Amber Bisinger and Jessica Carney
Both guests were present to explain to the Council how the City of Marion markets events.  A discussion of each group’s responsibilities followed.

Amber publishes the “Marion Messenger,” and “Marion Matters” for employees.  She updates the City website which she is now refreshing to call out “Recreation,” improve layout and include more photos. The Art Council is invited to send “slides” and news releases to Amber for distribution and for posting on the City’s Facebook page.  Angie asked for tips to improve getting the word out about Art Council events and Amber suggested more posting on Facebook was probably the most effective tool, especially with more photos.  Facebook market targeting is also available, at a cost, to advertise specific events.   She also suggested more news releases, sent 2 to 3 weeks in advance of events.   Amber also noted that the City has billboards available.

Jessica supplements existing city events and will in future add new events.  She coordinated the fireworks event at Lowe and will continue efforts to strengthen the Art in the Uptown Alley.  She shared posters for the upcoming Fez in Concert (September 12 at Lowe Park) and Tiny Fair activities on the third Saturday of each month in the summer, in the Uptown Artway.  

The Arts Council currently does the posting of events at Lowe in the Community Events Calendar, creates and distributes posters, and in future will be using generic, reusable “stick in the grass” signs around Marion.  

Sculpture Committee
This item was tabled until the September meeting.  

Exhibits
The current exhibit is Iowa Art Quilters and will continue until August 31.  The reception was held July 11, with about 15 attending.  

The upcoming exhibit will be Bob Strickland, photographer, August 31 to November 2, with a reception on Thursday, September 10.  



The remaining 2019/20 exhibit schedule is as follows:  

	November 2 to January 4 - Karen Sands, pottery and paintings

	January 4 to March 7 - ?

	March 7 to May 2 - Cara Briggs Farmers and Ben High

	May 2 to July 4 - Siljie Lynne

	July/August - Fuf will contact Stan Weiderspan to see if he can exhibit July/August of 2020. 

	The Iowa Pastel Society will exhibit in April 2020 in conjunction with their annual meeting and 
	will display in the Hall Gallery.

	Goodwill Heartland clients are exhibiting during this summer.

	Linn Mar and Marion schools will exhibit as soon as school is in session.  Fuf will schedule.
	
Cecile Houdel is interested in exhibiting and has done a series of pastel Nobel Prize winner portraits. 

Karlene noted that even when the building is rented out for an event, the Gallery is still open from 1 to 3 p.m. on the first Saturday of each month.

Coffeehouse Nights
Angie has started contacting performers for the 2019-2020 Coffee Houses.  The October 4 coffeehouse performer will be Kat Darling, performing as a solo or duo.  The band is High Crest.  Additional coffee house dates scheduled are:

                            November 1, December 6, February 7, March 6 and April 3.    

Picnic on the Prairie Concert Update
The August 17 Picnic on the Prairie performer is Dandelion Stompers.  The Art Council will not be providing port-a-potties for this event.  The cones, signs and garbage containers needed are stored in the maintenance room.  Angie will arrive at 3:30 for sound set up.  Jay and Leslie will arrive at 5:30 to help with set up and parking.  Concert information is on the Community Calendar.  The event will move indoors if it rains.

August Plein Air Workshop 
Gordon Kellenberger will instruct the Plein Air Workshop, at Lowe Park on August 17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost of the workshop is $25 per person.  Angie will create an “event” on the Community Calendar.   

Budget
The council reviewed the budget worksheet for the current fiscal year and the 2018-19 fiscal year.  

Old Business
Mike Carolan, Park Director, suggested the council add up the amount of time spent volunteering on an annual basis to be included in their presentation to City Council.  Angie will create a spread sheet to mail to members for them to calculate their hours up to now.  Going forward, a log will be provided to record volunteer hours as they occur.  

New Business 
Fuf noted that Jason Everett is exploring locations to create a large Marion mural, including Lowe Park.  He will be invited to explain his proposal in more detail.  

Jay shared a grant application by the Friends of the Park to provide signage and a phone app to help interpret the sculpture trail for visitors to Lowe.  If they receive the grant money, they would eventually like to partner with the Art Council to develop related materials.  No action is required, but the Art Council did note that we need to check with Brenda on the status of a Sculpture Trail brochure being developed.

There was a discussion as to whether we need additional security for outdoor events that attract several hundred participants to Lowe Park.  Karlene will bring this up with Park Director, Mike Carolan.  

Jill Ackerman with the Chamber would like the Art Council to be co-applicant for the “Our Town Grant.”  A motion was made by Pat and seconded by Jay to approve this action.  

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

	

Next meeting -Tuesday, September 10, at 5:30 p.m.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center

