MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES
May 14, 2019         5:30 P.M.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center

ROLL CALL:  Fuf Renfer, Pat Schmidt, Jay Moore, Jane Strnad Nelson, Leslie Montgomery Fox, Angie Pierce
                      Jennings, Brenda Kowalsky

ABSENT:       

STAFF:          Mary Ann Bries
	
GUESTS:  

Approval of the March minutes
Brenda motioned to approve the April 9 minutes, Leslie seconded, all in favor.

Sculpture Committee
Several members noticed the foot on the second person in the Disappearing Culture sculpture series is loose and the sculpture moves.  Mary Ann will let Seth Staasheim, the Deputy Parks Director, know.

Exhibits
The current exhibit is Gary Hoard and will be on exhibit until June 29.  The exhibit consists of photos printed on metal.  The reception will be March 16 from 6:30 to 7:00.  Fuf, Leslie and Jane will be able to work at the reception.  Upcoming exhibits will be Iowa Art Quilters - June 29 to September 7; Bob Strickland (photographer) - September to October; Karen Sands (pottery and paintings) - November to January 2020; Cara Briggs Farmers and Ben High – March to April 2020; Silje Lynne – May to June 2020.  Cecile Houdel is interested in exhibiting and has done a series of pastel Nobel Prize winner portraits.  

Novak Elementary School’s reception was Thursday, April 11 with 100 people in attendance.  Longfellow School is the school exhibit for the month of May.  Their reception will be May 16 from 5:30 to 6:30. Fuf, Jane and Leslie will take care of this reception.

Coffeehouse Night
Coffeehouse dates for next season are October 4, November 1, December 6, 2019, February 7, March 6, and April 3, 2020.  

Picnic on the Prairie Concerts June and August
The June 15 Picnic on the Prairie performer is Lucy Kaplansky.  This event will move inside if the weather dictates so.  Angie noted the contract calls for a piano.  One of the previous Picnic on the Prairie performer’s contract also required a piano.  Doug with RGS Productions will be able to provide the piano for an additional $75 cost.  Angie checked with Karlene to verify enough money in the budget to cover this expense.  The contract also calls for the Art Council to pick up the performer at the airport.  Angie was wondering if this trip would be covered under the City’s insurance.  She will check with Lucy if she was needing a ride from the airport to the hotel.    Mary Ann placed the information for the event on the community event calendars.  Mary Ann explained how each site had its own link to enter the information.  Leslie and Fuf volunteered to do this for future performances.  Mary Ann reserved a room at the Microtel Hotel and emailed Angie the reservation form.  Mary Ann will verify that she reserved the port-a-potties and police security that was discussed at the January meeting.   

The August 17 Picnic on the Prairie performer is Dandelion Stompers, a jazz group from Iowa City.  The performer cost is $1,500.  

Fuf expressed concern of the Summer Art Camp being held in the Art Room when the Picnic on the Prairie and art receptions are being held.  Mary Ann thought the art camps are in June which Fuf said would be fine as long as the room was accessible for the different items the art council needed at these events.
August Plein Air Workshop 
Fuf is contacting Cecile Houdel about instructing this workshop.  The Art Council has $450 budgeted for the instructor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hotel / Motel Grant 
The Hotel / Motel application has been submitted.    The amounts awarded is usually announced in June.  

Budget
The council reviewed the budget worksheet.  Mary Ann reminded the council all invoices need to be processed and to the Finance Dept by June 13 due to the fiscal year ending June 30.  Mary Ann will need all invoices by June 1 to have processed in time.  

Old Business
The Park Board presentation at the May 8 meeting went great.  The next step would be to present it to City Council.    

The City has approved the location for the Echo Hill Art Sculpture.  The Art Council will serve as art consultants on the project.  No city dollars will be used to fund this project.  The committee is hoping to have groundbreaking by the end of June or July.  

Jay reminded the council the Friends of the Park will be placing a sundial in the memory of Charlie and Pat Kress along the sculpture trail.

New Business 
No new business was discussed.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:34 p.m.
	

Next meeting -Tuesday, June 11, at 5:30 p.m.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center


