MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES
April 9, 2019         5:30 P.M.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center

ROLL CALL:  Fuf Renfer, Pat Schmidt, Jay Moore, Jane Strnad Nelson, Leslie Montgomery Fox, Angie Pierce
                      Jennings

ABSENT:       Brenda Kowalsky

STAFF:          Karlene Hummel
	
GUESTS:  

Approval of the March minutes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jay motioned to approve the March 12 minutes, Jane seconded, all in favor.

Sculpture Committee
Nothing to report from the sculpture committee.  

Exhibits
The current exhibit is Bill Kettelkamp and Larry Zirbel and will be on exhibit until May 4.  The reception was March 14.  Upcoming exhibits will be Gary Hoard – May 5 to June 29; Iowa Art Quilters - June 29 to September 7; Bob Strickland (photographer) - September to October; Karen Sands (pottery and paintings) - November to January 2020; Cara Briggs Farmers and Ben High – March to April 2020; Silje Lynne – May to June 2020.  Cecile Houdel is interested in exhibiting and has done a series of pastel Nobel Prize winner portraits.  

Novak Elementary School is exhibiting on the school exhibit wall.  Their reception is Thursday, April 11 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Fuf and Jane will take care of this event.

Coffeehouse Night
There were 68 people in attendance for the April 5 Coffeehouse Night performance by The Bone People. The Art Council received a lot of positive feedback regarding the spring coffee house nights performances.  Coffeehouse dates for next season are October 4, November 1, December 6, 2019, February 7, March 6, and April 3, 2020.  Please email Angie with suggested performers that you may discover over the next few months.  Discussion will continue with the environmental ideas such as compostable cups and/or encouraging audience members to bring their own cups.  It was discussed to check with Dry Creek Brewery as they use bio-degradable products.  Pricing for coffee and treats will be sought as the fall events get closer.

Picnic on the Prairie Concerts June and August
The June 15 Picnic on the Prairie performer is Lucy Kaplansky.  This event will move inside if the weather dictates so.  The contract calls for the Art Council to provide lodging and a hot meal.  Art Council would like Mary Ann Bries to book the lodging for Lucy Kaplansky.  

The August 17 Picnic on the Prairie performer is Dandelion Stompers, a jazz group from Iowa City.  The performer cost is $1,500.  The council discussed promotional plans for this event.

Brenda has all the information to create the posters for both performances.  Art Council is asking Tony Ireland to include on all community calendars that he uses for other special events.  

The signed sound and lights contracts for both Picnic on the Prairie events have been received.

August Plein Air Workshop 
Fuf reported no updates on the workshop.

Red Cedar Chamber Concert
There were 48 people in attendance for the Red Cedar Chamber Concert at Lowe Park.  Art Council will remind Red Cedar Chamber members they are responsible for the set-up of the room and will need to plan accordingly.  

Hotel / Motel Grant 
Fuf and Angie will work on the Hotel / Motel application.  Fuf will review the finished application with Karlene before submitting. The application is due May 10.

Budget
The council reviewed the budget worksheet.  

Old Business
Fuf presented the power point presentation she created for the May 8 Park Board meeting. Members are asked to review the presentation and give Fuf feedback.  

The Our Town Grant will be announced sometime in April.

Echo Hill Art Sculpture-Collins Group initial committee meeting was held April 5 at Lowe Park.  The committee members include Karlene Hummel, Mark Hutcheson, Erik Miles, Jay Moore, Jane Strnad Nelson, Cindy Preussner, Fuf Renfer, Don Stulken.  Karlene, Fuf, Jay and Jane will serve in a consulting manner, while the core committee will be responsible for seeking funding, artwork, and doing all the leg work.  This sculpture is to help memorialize the work citizens of Marion and Linn County did to advance the space program.  Collins Radio developed the Echo Satellite antenna which was the first to bounce sound from Linn County to outer space and from there to Texas.  No city dollars will be used to fund this project.

New Business 
No new business was discussed.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:23 p.m.
	

Next meeting -Tuesday, May14, at 5:30 p.m.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center


