MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES
January 8, 2019         5:30 P.M.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center

ROLL CALL: Angie Pierce Jennings, Fuf Renfer, Leslie Montgomery Fox; Pat Schmidt, Jay Moore, Jane Strnad Nelson, Brenda Kowalsky (arrived at 5:48)

ABSENT:  

STAFF: Mary Ann Bries
	
GUESTS:  

Minutes
Angie noted the December 11 minutes mentioned the Art Council attending a Council meeting or work session in April.  The council didn’t indicate what month they would attend.  Fuf motioned to approve the December 11 minutes with the month April taken off on when the council would attend a meeting, Jane seconded, all in favor.

Sculpture Committee
Pat had nothing to report from the sculpture committee.  Mary Ann reported that the Parks Dept. staff looked at the lights by the “Prairie Revival” sculpture and fixed the problem with the lights not working.  

Exhibits
The current exhibit is by Leslie Montgomery Fox.  The artwork will be on exhibit from October 27 to February 2.  The artist reception was November 15 at 6:30 with 60 people in attendance. Upcoming exhibits will be Mt. Mercy University and Kirkwood Community College – February 2 to March 2; Dr. Kettlekamp and Larry Zirbel – March 2 to April 27; Gary Hoard - April 27 to June 29; Iowa Art Quilters – June 29 to September 7; Bob Strickland - September to October; Karen Sands - November to January 2020.

Vernon Middle School is exhibiting on the school exhibit wall.  Their reception will be Thursday, January 17 from 5:30 to 6:30.  Fuf and Leslie said they will work this reception.

Coffeehouse Night
The February 1 Coffeehouse Night performers will be Berli and Babs; a duo consisting of Kimberli Malloy and Barb Meyers.  Sarah Driscoll and Nicole Upchurch will be the duo performing at the March 1 Coffeehouse Night.  The Bone People, a group consisting of Debra Marquart, Peter Manenis and Anthony Steven, will perform at the April 5 Coffeehouse Night.  

Brenda shared the February Coffeehouse Night poster.  The council questioned the picture used on the poster.  Angie will see if they have another picture available.  

Picnic on the Prairie Concerts June and August
Angie is working on the contract for the August 17 performance by Dandelion Stompers, a group from Iowa City.  She is going to verify with Karlene Hummel the amount in the 2019-20 budget for this performance before she finishes the contract.  

Angie is deciding on the performer for the June 15 Picnic on the Prairie concert.  She presented a worksheet with the amounts spent for performers at Coffeehouse Nights for the current budget year including performers for the rest of the budget year.  Angie updated the council on the amount of money left to spend on the June Picnic on the Prairie.  There is $168 in the budget for advertising and $4,526.84 for the performer, sound and lights, Marion Police security and port-o-pots.  The cost for the sound and lights is $750, security is $300, and port-o-pots are $300.  This would leave approximately $3,000 for the performer.  The council decided to get 1 regular and 1 handicap port-o-pot and 1 sink in addition to the restrooms inside the building.  Mary Ann will contact Port-o-Johnny to reserve the port-o-pots for the event.  Fuf questioned if the Park Director approved 2 security officers at events or only one.  Mary Ann will email the Marion Police and ask for 2 security officers but this might change to 1 to save money.  

Pat mentioned contacting sponsors for the Picnic on the Prairie events to obtain a bigger performer.  The council discussed if they would like to proceed with this.  Mary Ann will send Pat the sponsor information that Tony Ireland uses for brochure sponsors.  He can adapt these forms for the Art Council purpose and proceed with finding sponsors for the events.

Budget
The council reviewed the budget items.

Old Business
Mary Ann informed the council before they present at a City Council meeting to do their presentation to the Park Board.  

Red Cedar Concert will be holding a concert at Lowe Park on Thursday, March 28.

New Business 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pat asked what money is in the budget for future sculptures along the trail.  This was discussed at a past meeting and no money is currently available.  Mary Ann will check in the minutes and let everyone know what meeting it was discussed at.    

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m.

Next meeting -Tuesday, February 12, at 5:30 p.m.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center









