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November 14, 2018
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Marilyn Tormey, Scott Hansen, Mollie Lorenz, Sunshine McDonald, Tom Ryan,
Rodney Bluml

ABSENT:  	Mark Sanderson

STAFF:  	Mike Cimprich, Pat Carlson

GUESTS:  	None

Minutes
Motion by Lorenz and seconded by McDonald to approve the October 10, 2018, minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.  

Financial Report
The financial report was received and filed.  The activity for the month involved Memorial Trees and payments for street tree replacements.

Public Input
None

Urban Forestry Budget Discussion
Cimprich reviewed the operating budget for the Urban Forestry Division.  Hansen raised the question on whether the City has provided funds for trees in the past years.  Cimprich shared information for   past budget years where funds have been allocated and used for trees.  Reduction in grant awards will impact tree planting in the city.  More discussion focused on meeting with Planning Director Tom Treharne relating to community development, and the City Council to stress the importance of trees for the community.  Cimprich outlined the proposals being made for the FY 2019-20 budget which includes an addition to the maintenance building at Lowe Park for forestry equipment, additional equipment for tree removals and maintenance, and additional staffing.  It was motioned by Hansen and seconded by Tormey to increase the budget request amount for trees by $15,000 for FY 2019-20 due to the reduction of grant awards.  All in favor, motion carried.

Boyson Road Trees
Cimprich inspected the trees planted along Boyson Road and is recommending the removal of nine trees based on tree trunks, bases, bark, dead wood and growth.  He has been provided contact information for Kyle Skogman to discuss the situation with him.  This will provide an opportunity to explain the tree permit process for the city and encourage Skogman companies to remedy the situation, possibly with the City’s assistance, to get the trees removed and replaced.  

Woodland Legacy Symposium December 6, 2018
Tree Board members were encouraged to attend the Woodland Legacy Symposium sponsored by Trees Forever.  There are openings for up to three members.  Tormey, McDonald and Bluml indicated they would like to attend.

2019 Street Tree Possible Planting Locations
A revised list of street tree replacement locations was made available to board members.  Ash tree removals are being tracked and the next report will specifically identify Ash trees.

Receive and File
None

Other Action or Discussion Items
Hansen asked about the status of the three trees removed on 13th Street by the Water Department as part of the project recently completed.  Cimprich advised they have not been replanted and he will check on their condition in the spring.  The Water Department will be encouraged to re-plant or replace the trees removed so there are three healthy trees where the ones were removed.

Cimprich reported confirmation of another Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infested tree on Pleasantview Drive, west of South 22nd Street.  It is a right-of-way tree and there are not many Ash trees planted within a two block radius of the one identified.  Staff will assess the immediate area and schedule removals.

Trees Forever provided Cimprich with the suggestion for participation in a Giving Tuesday event which is in the planning stages.  Based on limited information received, the Tree Board advised it is not interested in participating in the event.

Staff Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cimprich advised the Urban Forestry Division Winter Work Program has been completed.  Tree trimming will be a focus as this is the best time of year for this type of work.  A lot of work will be done at Oak Shade Cemetery which will include Oak trimming, removing dead wood and some complete removals.  

Maintenance and service of equipment and employee training is also planned. 

The local design company, MSA Professional Services, was involved in a mulching event and provided three individuals for five hours to mulch trees at Lininger Park, along Connection Avenue from 10th Street to Winslow Road and Gill Park.  They used five loads of mulch during their project.

The FY 2019-20 budget request is being finalized and all planting reports have been completed as required.  Grant requests were submitted to MidAmerican Energy for $3,000 and to Alliant Energy for $5,000.

Breeden has completed dirt work on stump removals.  

Cimprich will provide Tree Board members with a list of fall trees planted for street tree replacement.

Adjournment
Moved by McDonald and seconded by Bluml to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 a.m.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.





							___________________________________
							Rodney Bluml, Secretary
