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August 8, 2018
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Chair Marilyn Tormey, Scott Hansen, Mark Sanderson, Rodney Bluml, 
	Tom Ryan, Sunshine McDonald

ABSENT:  	Mollie Lorenz

STAFF:  	Mike Carolan, Mike Cimprich, Pat Carlson

GUESTS:  	None

Minutes
Motion by Bluml and seconded by McDonald to approve the July 11, 2018 minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Financial Report
The financial report was received and filed.  Carolan advised the activity for the month involved memorial trees and plaques.

Public Input
None

Tree Removal Request
As follow-up to the request for the removal of a tree in the right-of-way at 1605 Grand Avenue, it was recommended formal action be on record for the request.   It was motioned by Bluml and seconded by Hansen to deny the request for removal of the tree.    After the July 11, 2018 meeting, Tree Board members did visit the site to review the situation.  Members e-mailed Cimprich their recommendation to deny the request.  The homeowners were sent a letter advising them of the Tree Board’s decision on July 20, 2018.  All in favor, motion carried

Receive and File
None.

Other Action or Discussion Items
Hansen asked about a project being completed by the Water Department on the east side of 13th Street where trees were planted 1 to 2 years ago.  He asked if they were removed or destroyed and if there was a plan to replace them.  Cimprich advised the Water Department removed and re-planted them on their property, and the trees have been mulched and maintained.  Cimprich will check on their health.

Bluml advised he had noticed trees at Lowe on the southwest loop near the prairie grass were in bad shape.  Cimprich advised he is aware of the situation and the trees are being monitored.

Tormey asked about the trees planted on Boyson Road close to Tenth Street; most of the trees are ornamental and were planted in tough soil.  The trees planted along Alburnett Road to the south were also discussed; they were not planted with the city’s permission.  Cimprich advised Ryan Hays is going through the planting site and it may be necessary to contact the developer. 

Carolan advised Iowa State University has confirmed a Marion tree has tested positive for the Emerald Ash Borer.  The infestation was discovered on private property along 44th Street and north of Business Hwy 151.  City Council members were made aware of the situation at last night’s meeting.  Linn County Extension has also been made aware of the finding.  A media release is in the process of being finalized for publication today which will provide information to citizens. Removal of private Ash trees will be the responsibility of the homeowner which will be stated in the news release.  Notifications to homeowners will also be in the form of door hangers.  Samples from Ash trees in the right-of-way in the same area will be taken.  The department will now implement the protocols developed in 2014 which includes setting up a grid to survey the public and private trees and start removal of the trees.  All public Ash trees will be removed in the area.  

A homeowner on 48th Street has asked that an Ash tree in the right-of-way on his property not be removed.  The owner will be advised the tree can be treated, at their expense, by direct injection.  The city would be willing to treat the tree at a cost less expensive than a tree service.  

Carolan advised that because of the necessity of the removal of the Ash street trees, the tree replacement budget for city trees will need to be adjusted.  It is not known how many private trees will need to be removed.  The city may enter into a cost sharing agreement with homeowners to assist with 50% of the cost of private tree replacement up to a maximum of $300.  The cap on the amount needs to be reviewed before the program is finalized and update the plan.  McDonald volunteered to develop a  computer program to document private Ash tree inventory and removals to track the cost of cost sharing replacements.   

Staff Report
Cimprich reported the aerial lift on the bucket truck had been certified as required annually and passed inspection.  It was done in conjunction with a truck from another business.  Additionally, representatives from the Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) recently observed the truck and employee usage of the truck while staff were performing some work at City Park and advised there were no issues and provided safety information to employees.

The Milkweed Seed Ball event at the Marion Uptown Market was held on July 21 with over 800 seed balls completed which were given to Ragbrai riders for their trip across Iowa.  Prairie seeding of the 29th Avenue area basin was completed and is filling in.  The question of which basins are seeded was discussed.  Cimprich said it depends on how wet the basins are because of the cost of seeding.  Cimprich will follow up with Steve Cooper of the Engineering Department on their previous discussion of identifying basins to be considered for tree planting.  

There were lots of tree concerns because of storms which involved limb hangers and limbs down.  The question was raised if the homeowners at 1605 Grand Avenue had contacted the department after they received their letter of denial.  Cimprich advised he had not heard back from them.  That tree has been put on maintenance trimming schedule list.  

It was noted that 4 of the 57 trees planted at the 35th Street roundabout have not survived.  

Adjournment
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Sanderson to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 a.m.

Next Meeting	
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, September 11, 2018, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.
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						_____________________________________
						Rodney Bluml, Secretary
