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MARION TREE BOARD MINUTES
February 14, 2018
Thomas Park Safe Room



ROLL CALL:	Chair Scott Hansen, Marilyn Tormey, Rodney Bluml, Tom Ryan, 
	Mollie Lorenz, Sunshine McDonald

ABSENT:  	Mark Sanderson

STAFF:  	Mike Carolan, Mike Cimprich, Pat Carlson

GUESTS:  	Lynne Brokaw – Pheasant Trail 4th Owners Association


Minutes
The January 10, 2018, minutes were reviewed.  There was a minor word correction to the minutes to clarify a sentence.  Moved by Tormey and seconded by Bluml to approve the minutes as corrected.  All in favor, motion carried.

Financial Report
The financial report was received and filed.  Cimprich advised the only expenditures at this time involved Memorial Trees.

Public Input
Ms. Brokaw attended the meeting to express the appreciation of the Pheasant Trail 4th Owner’s Association to the Tree Board for their recommendation last month to plant trees along 44th Street.  She advised there are 59 families in their Condo Association which includes Spoonbill, Merganser, and Mallard Courts.  Their association has been very active in cleaning up the drainage ditch behind their properties with the assistance of the city’s Public Service Department. It was determined by Linn County Storm Water Management the area is not a protected wetland.  Their board is committed to the maintenance of the trees that will be planted along 44th Street which will include mulching and watering. The possibility of planting trees on both sides of 44th Street and include more trees was discussed.   Moved by Tormey and seconded by McDonald to assess and develop a tree planting plan along 44th Street from Tenth Avenue to 29th Avenue.  All in favor, motion carried.

Election of Officers
Moved by Hansen, second by Tormey to remove from the table the Election of Chair and Vice Chair.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Hansen to rescind his nomination as Chair.  No second.

It was recommended Tormey and Hansen give a brief statement on their interest and qualifications for being appointed Chair. 

Tormey stated she is invested and involved in the Tree Board.

Hansen stated he has been a long time Chair of the board because he was the only member willing to Chair for many years.

A roll call vote was taken with Tormey receiving the most votes for Chair.

It was motioned by Hansen and second by Bluml to appoint Ryan as Vice Chair.

It was motioned by Tormey and seconded by McDonald to appoint Hansen as Vice Chair.

A roll call vote was taken with Hansen receiving the most votes for Vice Chair.

The newly elected officers assumed their roles for the remainder of the meeting.

Faulkes Heritage Woods Work Days
Cimprich advised work days are scheduled at Faulkes Woods on Monday and Tuesday next week (February 19 & 20).  Plans are to clear leaves, sticks and logs from the southeast entrance at Tama Street and to work on trail improvements along the footpath.  Funds have been budgeted in the next fiscal year to complete a full boundary study of the property in order to improve the natural use of the woods.  Cimprich indicated he will be working with the newly hired Trees Forever coordinator for projects planned in Faulkes Woods.

Rockwell Green Communities Grant
Cimprich advised the cap on the grant request is $2,500.  The grant request is due this Friday and will include plantings for the south entrance at Lowe Park from Irish Drive for 8-10 trees, and native and perennial grasses.  

Private Tree Removal Loan Program
Cimprich briefly reviewed information provided which outlined a community with a program which partners with homeowners to assist in the cost of removing trees on private property.  It is not specific to a certain type of tree.  Motion by McDonald and second by Bluml to look into the feasibility of developing a Private Property Tree Removal Program for the City of Marion.  All in favor, motion carried.

Receive and File
A thank you was received from Trees Forever for the assistance provided in the presentation of their Fruit Tree Keepers class.  

Other
Tormey expressed her appreciation for the opportunity to attend the State of the City Luncheon.

Cimprich advised $2,000 had been awarded from MidAmerican Energy for their Trees Please grant which will be used for street tree replacement.  

McDonald brought up the possibility of working with Linn County, Cedar Rapids and UNI to develop a private ash tree inventory project with the option of using LiDar (Light Detection and Ranging) technology.  

Staff Report
Cimprich advised the winter work projects have included identifying and starting the removal of Ash Trees.  To date ten Ash Trees have been removed; houses are tagged and homeowners are given an opportunity to contact the department with any concerns.  The removals have been fairly well received.  Trees at Willowridge Avenue have been tagged from 31st Street to 35th Street with all of the trees being Ash Trees.  There are approximately 52 trees in the area with 22 of the trees planned for removal in the next few weeks.  Trees will also be removed adjacent to Ascension Park from Hillview Drive to Grand Avenue.   Approximately 50% of the trees will be removed (or every other tree).  

Adjournment
Moved by Tormey, and seconded by Bluml to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:27 a.m.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.





			
						____________________________________
						Rodney Bluml, Secretary

