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MARION TREE BOARD 
May 8, 2019
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Marilyn Tormey, Scott Hansen, Mollie Lorenz, Sunshine McDonald, Tom Ryan

ABSENT:	Joe Spinks, Kate Pine

STAFF:  	Mike Cimprich, Mike Carolan, Pat Carlson
		
GUEST:  	Greg Wildebour, MidAmerican Energy


Minutes
Moved by Lorenz and seconded by McDonald to approve the April 10, 2019, minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Financial Report
The financial report reflects the purchase of four memorial tree requests.

MidAmerican Energy Trees Please! Grant Award
Greg Wildebour of MidAmerican Energy presented the $2,000 grant award check for 2019.  He encouraged the Tree Board to continue the submission of future grant applications requesting the maximum amount allowed as Marion is a growing community.  A picture of the check presentation will be included in upcoming City of Marion media release.  The required status report for the grant will be submitted after the tree planning project is completed.

Request for Tree Removal at 2400 23rd Ave (Chris Kula)
Mr. Kula will be attending the June meeting to discuss the tree issue.  Some of the Tree Board members did look at the tree and stated it is a healthy tree, however, there is concern about a large limb hanging over the residence.  The tree was trimmed over the fall/winter which mainly addressed dead wood. The question was asked that if the large limb was removed, would it affect the balance of the tree canopy?  Mr. Kula’s request to plant five trees in the right-of-way (ROW) if the tree was removed was also briefly discussed with the consensus of the members there would not be room for five trees in the area.  This request will be brought back to the June meeting for discussion and possible resolution.

Grant Updates

Alliant Energy - Trees Forever Branching Out:  We received written notification that Marion has been awarded a $5,000 grant with the check to be forwarded in mid-May.

Trees for Kids (MISD):  Cimprich shared we did not receive funding from the Trees for Kids grant and this was the last cycle for that grant program.  This program was coordinated through the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. 

Collins Aerospace Green Communities (Battle Creek Drive):  Cimprich reported the grant application should be completed by the end of this week.   If the grant request is not approved, the trees on Battle Creek would not be funded through the city, however, there may be enough funding from the home owners.

Hansen asked if the trees on 44th Street will still be planted and was informed they would be because grant funds have been allocated for those plantings.



Upcoming Events
The Seedball making event was held on Monday, May 6 at Lowe Park, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. with approximately 25 to 30 attendees.  The seedballs contained kitty litter, compost, milkweed seed and some wildflowers.  

The Faulkes Heritage Woods Workday will be held on May 10 from 1:30 to 4 p.m. and will concentrate on removing garlic mustard.  Workers will meet at the trail head on Tama Street S.E.

On May 13 the One Day in May event is scheduled from 9 to 2 p.m. for planting approximately 50 trees on 44th Street which was funded by the Alliant Energy grant.  Marion students will be assisting with the event.  Cimprich did inform the neighboring condo association of the upcoming event.  The rain date for the planting is May 14.  

Other action or discussion items
Hansen asked if some trees which were removed at the lower Starry Diamond will be replaced.  Cimprich stated that location will be added to the Street Tree Replacement list.

Staff Report
Arbor Day was held on April 26 with 20 seedling trees planted in the retention basin on Prairie Ridge Avenue.  The Wells Fargo Green Team assisted with the event.  Public Services was made aware of the trees being planted in an effort to not cause any problems for mowing in the basin.  A mulching event was held at Taube Park on April 22 with assistance from Wells Fargo.  Brain Engineering is completing the boundary measures for Faulkes Heritage Woods.  Signs will be erected to clarify boundaries and indicate it is the property of the City of Marion.  Work has been done on the chipper to repair the hydraulic lift.  Trees were trimmed along the right-of-way on East Robins Road and Shady Oak Drive to improve the visibility for the three way stop.  A prairie grass burn was done at Lowe Park. Some trees were removed along the Central Avenue bridge to assist with a city engineering project.   Stump grinder demonstrations are being scheduled as it is in the budget to purchase after July 1.  The building addition at Lowe Park to house forestry equipment has started.  Three competitive bids were received for the project and came in under the estimate of the design engineer.  The contractor, Septagon, has built many of the Casey General Stores in Iowa; Carolan stated he is impressed with the sub-contractors involved with the project.  Cimprich provided the Marion City Council a brief overview of Forestry activities and an update on the Emerald Ash Borer situation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Board Discussion Time
McDonald planted approved trees in the right-of-way at her residence and a neighbor had made a comment that she was not allowed to plant trees in that area.  It was recommended more information be made available to citizens informing them trees are allowed in the right-of-way with permission and need to be from the approved species list.  It was suggested the Arboricultural Specifications need to be updated.

Adjournment
Moved by McDonald and seconded by Tormey to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 a.m.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, June 12, 2019, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.




						______________________________________
						Sunshine McDonald, Secretary


