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April 10, 2019
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Marilyn Tormey, Scott Hansen, Kate Pine, Tom Ryan, Joe Spinks, Mollie Lorenz,
	Sunshine McDonald

STAFF:  	Mike Cimprich, Seth Staashelm, Pat Carlson
		
GUEST:  	Brad Neilly

Cimprich introduced Seth Staashelm, the new Parks and Recreation Deputy Director and welcomed Joe Spinks to the Tree Board.

Minutes
Moved by Pine and seconded by Ryan to approve the March 13, 2019, minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Financial Report
There were no changes from the previous Financial Report.  The grant award account balance reflects the $1,000 grant from Rockwell Collins for the Green Community Grant.  Spinks advised there may be monies available from a Collins Retirees Volunteer group.

Request for Tree Removal at 2400 23rd Ave
A citizen has requested permission to remove a tree from his mother’s house at 2400 23rd Avenue and would like to replace the tree with five trees he selected.  Cimprich said the tree was trimmed over the winter and possibly one large limb growing over the house could be reduced further.  It is a healthy tree and Cimprich invited the citizen to attend this meeting to speak to the board.  He advised him the board does not normally allow removal of healthy trees. Hansen indicated there would not be room in the space to plant five trees.  Cimprich requested board members to look at the tree in question and location for possible planting of replacement trees.  The citizen will be contacted to advise him of the Tree Board’s plan to look at the tree and to be discussed at the May meeting.

Grant Updates

MidAmerican Energy Trees Please!:  Cimprich reported he received verbal notification of a grant award, however we have not received the written confirmation.

Trees for Kids (MISD):  The grant proposes trees will be planted at Starry School at approximately 20 locations on the property and 10 trees in the right-of-way.  Cimprich reported he met with the Marion School Board and they are in support of the project.  He will work with them to approve the specific sites.  

Collins Aerospace Green Communities (Battle Creek Drive):  Brad Neilly advised he had gone door- to- door on Battle Creek Drive to talk about the possibility of having trees planted on the right-of-way.  Neilly presented the Tree Board with his findings which indicates the homeowners are in favor of the project, will contribute funds toward the project, will assist with the planting and are willing to maintain the trees on their property.  Cimprich is in the process of completing the grant request paperwork.

Trees Forever “Granting a Better Tomorrow”:  Cimprich advised he received further information on this potential funding and was made aware the grant could be used for areas in the community lacking tree canopy.  There is an open time line to get this completed and Cimprich plans to revisit the grant application in the fall.





Tree City USA Update
Last week, Urban Forestry staff and Staashelm attended the awards luncheon and workshop.  The City of Marion has been designated a Tree City USA for 26 years and has received the Growth Award for 25 years.  A media release went out April 9 to our citizens.

Upcoming Events

[bookmark: _GoBack]Arbor Day Celebration:  Seedlings will be planted at the Prairie Ridge Avenue basin on April 26 to begin at 12:30 p.m. and finish at 2:00 p.m.  

Mulching at Taube Park:  Trees Forever will be hosting a mulching event at Taube Park on April 22  to begin at 9:00 a.m.

Receive and File
A thank you note was received and filed from Ed Begley’s family for the sympathy card and flowers.  Ed was a long time City Council, Park Board and Tree Board member.

Staff Report
Cimprich reported staff has been working on planning projects and mulching events to include the Lowe Amphitheatre and Waldo’s Rock.  A second EAB infestation was confirmed off South 22nd Street and Pleasantview Drive.   Trees were marked and homeowners made aware of the situation by door tags.  Brain Engineering was selected to complete the survey of Faulkes Heritage Woods which will include signs showing the property belongs to the City of Marion.  Forestry staff attended training and are now TCIA Certified Ground Specialists.  Large Ash tree removals continue to be done by Breeden with Forestry staff removing the smaller trees.  

Board Discussion Time
Spinks asked about the status of the Christmas tree at City Park.  Cimprich advised the tree planted did not live and the replacement is on hold because of the potential Library relocation.

Adjournment
Moved by Ryan and seconded by Pine to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 a.m.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.




							___________________________________
							Sunshine McDonald, Secretary




	
