MARION PARK BOARD MINUTES
June 12, 2019, 4:00 P.M.
Thomas Park Administration and Operations Facility



ROLL CALL:	Chair Kyle Martin, Amy Hussel, Patty Wise, John McIntosh

ABSENT:	None 

STAFF:	Mike Carolan, Seth Staashelm, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:	Jay Moore, Jo Moore 


Minutes
Moved by Wise and seconded by McIntosh to approve the May 8, 2019, regular Park Board minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reports
The May Financial Report was reviewed.  Staff stated the City’s Budget Manager asked all departments to evaluate expenditures and make cutbacks; the department is on track to end the fiscal year under budget for expenditures.  Moved by Hussel and seconded by Wise to approve the May Financial Report.  All in favor, motion carried.

The May Invoice Report was received, discussed and filed.  

Public Input
Jo Moore invited the board to the Friends of the Parks’ event on Saturday, June 15, Peddling thru the Parks.  Beginning at Thomas Park, bicyclists travel four trail segments to earn stamps and return by 2 p.m. for refreshments and a prize. Last year’s event drew in 40 cyclists of all ages.

Jay Moore stated the Marion Arts Council’s Picnic on the Prairie concert is also Saturday, June 15, featuring Lucy Kaplansky.  The performance will move inside if it rains.

Receive and File
A thank you note from Julie Speral for the floral arrangement sent for Terry’s funeral was received and filed.  Julie shared Terry was very proud of Marion and the beautiful city parks.  

Other Action or Discussion Items
None.

Staff Reports
The department staff report was presented.  The department has received a lot of positive feedback from the community regarding the Butterfield Park Skate Park.  A citizen’s photo was shared showing the various ages of skaters using and interacting at the park.  Observers even comment on the courtesy extended by users to each other.  Carolan noted the location selected by the board was a great choice.

A preconstruction meeting for the Lowe Park Maintenance Building Addition with Septagon Construction will be held June 18.  The fitness equipment for Phase II of the Hanna Park Fitness Trail was delivered this week; the trail location should be staked out in the next couple of weeks.  The Lowe Park South End Improvements project is moving along with a June 28 contract completion date; penalties will begin after then.  Klein Walker passed testing to be a certified pesticide applicator for the City.  Walker will also begin as a full-time Arborist Tech I on July 1 with the Forestry division.  Karlene Hummel was a presenter at a recent IPRA Annual Aquatic Pool Managers’ Workshop.  Forestry staff are trying out several models of stump grinding equipment which is budgeted for purchase after July 1.  The rescheduled Moonlit Movie on June 6 was well attended with an estimated crowd of 700.  For the fourth consecutive year, the Ride to Wrigley bus trip was sold out.
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Wise shared some photos of her daughter’s family playing at a park in the Smokey Mountains.  The playground equipment was not like any found in local parks.

Hussel relayed Marion was awarded a couple gallons of sunscreen as part of the Sun Safety Awareness grant.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 10, 2019, at 4:00 p.m. at the Thomas Park Administration and Operations Building. 


						_______________________________									Patty Wise, Secretary

