








January 10, 2013

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, January 10, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Adamson, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, Stark, and Draper.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor’s Announcements:  None.

Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Maria Murphy, 2570 Pheasant Ridge Court, explained that her association hired a contractor to landscape along their street.  She noted that the landscape was damaged during construction of an adjacent property.  She stated that she has tried to contact the property owner but they are not returning her phone calls.  She stated that she would like the property owner to pay for repairs to the landscaping.  She also expressed concern that customers of the businesses located in the strip mall will park on their private street.  
Library Director Doug Raber presented the Library Annual Report.  Library Board President Jack Zumwalt was also present.  Mr. Raber provided circulation and budget information for the past year.  He noted that total circulation was over 900,000.  He explained that the Library is one of the City’s premier destinations with over 370,000 visitors in the past year.  He reviewed the services that are provided by the Library.  In addition, he discussed the need for renovation and expansion of the current library.  Council Member Adamson stated that he attended one of the monthly LEGO meetings with his daughter.  He stated that it was very well attended.  Council Member Adamson also asked about the availability of classic e-books.  Mr. Raber explained that classic e-books are available through Project Gutenberg.  These are materials that are available for free because the copyright has expired.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that the Library Foundation provided the funding to purchase a house in the block between City Hall and the Library.  Mr. Pluckhahn stated that property may be needed for future parking.  Council Member Spinks asked if the Library will be hiring a professional planner for the Library renovation and expansion.  Board President Jack Zumwalt stated that a professional planner will be used.  Mr. Raber stated that the professional planner will help develop a program plan.  Council Member Stark asked if the new Cedar Rapids Library will effect circulation numbers at the Marion Library.  Mr. Raber stated that he expects a slight decline in the circulation.  He noted that statewide there has been a slight decline in circulation.  He noted that may be an indication that the economy is starting to recover.  He stated that residents use the Library more in poor economic times.  He explained that the Marion Library will probably remain more convenient for people that live on the east side of Cedar Rapids.  He noted that the 900,000 circulation puts the Marion Library above any comparable library in the State of Iowa and is close to circulation at the Des Moines, Iowa City, and Ames libraries.  

Council Member Draper asked about a response to Mrs. Murphy’s concerns.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that the staff will follow up on her concerns.
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Moved by Etzel, seconded by Stark to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the December 18 and December 20, 2012 City Council meetings.

Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $1,509,455.01.

Resolution No. 22935 approving a renewal application for a Class C Liquor License (LC) (Commercial) with additional privileges for Outdoor Service and Sunday sales for 19th Hole Operations, LLC., dba Indian Creek Country Club (2401 Indian Creek Road).  No violations in previous 5 years.

Resolution No. 22936 approving a renewal application for a Class E Liquor license (LE) with additional privileges for Carryout Wine, Carryout Beer and Sunday sales for The Outlet, Inc. dba Smokin’ Joes Tobacco and Liquor Outlet #10 (480 7th Avenue).  No violation in previous 5 years.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 22937 approving Partial Payment No. 4 to Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. regarding engineering services for the Emergency Backup Generators - Well Sites #4 & #5 in the amount of $5,500.00.

Resolution No. 22938 approving contract amendment for Community Block Grant Services regarding Watershed Management Authority Phase II with East Central Iowa Council of Governments.


Resolution No. 22939 setting public hearing for January 24, 2013 regarding a development agreement related to the construction of Tower Terrace Road between 35th Street and Indian Creek Road (Vaughn Farm Co., Inc.).

Resolution No. 22940 setting public hearing for January 24, 2013 regarding General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2013A.
All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Moved by Crawford, seconded by Stark to place Ordinance No. 09-08 amending Section 175 of the Code of Ordinances related to construction of sidewalks in new subdivisions and establishing a timeline for installation of sidewalks and trails in Marion on the agenda for discussion.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Council Discussion Time:


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn thanked those that traveled to Des Moines to make a presentation to the Main Street Board.  He stated that Marion was the only community invited to present this year. 
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Council Member Stark asked if the City Council should consider an ordinance similar to Cedar Rapids regarding nuisance rental properties and establishing fees for City services.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that staff will review the Cedar Rapids ordinance and make a report to the City Council.  


Council Member Adamson noted that there has been some vandalism at the Marion Library, in particular, to the men’s restroom.  He noted that the money that is spent to make repairs could have been spent on books and other materials.  Library Director Doug Raber stated that the Police Department has identified an individual that may have been involved in the vandalism.  Council Member Spinks asked if the free library at Thomas Park has been re-installed.  Acting Parks and Recreation Director stated that it has been re-installed.  


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn reminded Council of the Budget Work Session on Saturday, January 12th at 8:30 a.m.

Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk







