MARION PARK BOARD MINUTES
July 11, 2018, 4:00 P.M.
Thomas Park Administration and Operations Facility


ROLL CALL:	Vice Chair Patty Wise, Kyle Martin, Terry Speral, John McIntosh

ABSENT:	Chair Amy Hussel

STAFF:	Mike Carolan, Karlene Hummel, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:	Gunardi Saputra, Nathan Saputra, Joseph Saputra, John Hanson

Minutes
Moved by McIntosh and seconded by Speral to approve the June 13, 2018, regular Park Board minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reports
The June Financial Report was reviewed.  Moved by Wise and seconded by Speral to approve the June Financial Report.  Staff noted the end of the fiscal year general fund park revenues were at 127 percent and expenditures were at 87 percent of budget.  For Urban Forestry, revenues were at 103 percent and expenses 76 percent of budget.  All in favor, motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The June Invoice Report was received, discussed, and filed.  Staff reviewed payments made to Acme Tools ($698 for equipment reserve power tools), American Leak Detection ($1,500 for pool leak detection services), Michael Brandt ($8,625 for 115 art camp students), Creekside Gardens ($9,226.10 for spring clean-up), Fleming Nursery ($7,075 for 35th Street Alliant Branching Out Grant tree planting), MSA Professional Services ($6,650 for Lowe Park Development payment #6), Outdoor Recreation Products ($1,833 for Hills Bank recognition bench), and Pontem Software ($1,059 for annual cemetery software management).

Public Input
None.

Vending Request in Thomas Park
Gunardi Saputra submitted a request for his sons Nathan, age 7, and Joseph, age 5, to have a lemonade stand in Thomas Park.  He said is trying to teach them about money.  They plan to donate the profits to the schools they attend, Novak Elementary and Indian Creek Elementary.  Wise asked when they would like to have their stand.  Saputra replied before school begins, for three to four hours for one day only and he would be at the stand with his sons the entire time.  Speral is worried about the precedence which would be set if they were granted permission to have a lemonade stand in Thomas Park.  Martin asked, other than Peppy’s and Kona Ice, if there have been other non-commercial requests to vend in the park.  Wise asked if they considered the Marion Farmers’ Market.  Carolan stated a couple of years ago the board approved a lemonade stand in Boyson Park.  He said a lemonade stand in Thomas Park will be in conflict with pavilion rentals and not a good fit for the busy park.  The market in Taube Park would be a fitting location for the one-time venture of a lemonade stand and allows non-profits to have a table once per season at no cost.  Saputra indicated he will contact the Parks office to coordinate vending at the Marion Farmers’ Market.

“Connected by Wings” Presentation
Linn County Conservation Board member John Hanson, an avid bird watcher, presented “Connected by Wings.”  On a recent trip to Norway, he met Tormod Amundsen who is also passionate about birding and an architect.  Amundsen’s company, Biotope, designs pro nature projects to draw people to experience nature and wildlife.  Linn County is developing a scope of services to have Amundsen come to Linn County and design several bird hides (bird watching shelters).  Hanson, a Marion resident, would like Marion to have a bird hide of its own.  Martin asked where in Marion would be good locations.  Hanson has a couple of locations in mind with one being on the south side of 29th Avenue, west of Indian Creek Road.  The board was receptive to the idea; staff will contact Linn County for more details.  

Butterfield Park Skate Park Design 
Two skate park designs from Spohn Ranch were presented to the board.  Option 1 was rectangle shaped and Option 2 was shaped like a Y.  Wise felt Option 2 appeared to have more elements for younger skaters and overall would appeal to a wider range of people.  While both designs had desired elements, the Y shape layout was selected.  

Receive and File
Receive, file and discuss a letter from Creekside Gardens, L.C., giving notice they will not renew the flower bed maintenance service agreement for FY2019.  Carolan stated operations staff will weed and mulch all flowerbeds for the remaining season.  He will evaluate whether to outsource or keep the work in-house this fall.

Other Items
Wise asked if there has been any decision made about the exterior electrical connections at the Arts & Environmental building.  Carolan replied they are looking into what can be done to accommodate additional outlets.  New events at the Swamp Fox Festival include tethered hot air balloons and a Pickleball Tournament.

Staff Report 
The FY2019-20 Parks and Recreation Department Capital Projects were reviewed.  

A Parks & Recreation Foundation sub-committee is structuring a capital campaign to raise funds for the Lowe Park playground.  They are seeking 10 to 12 people to assist with soliciting over 100 local businesses.  Any board member interested should contact staff.

The new pool heater exchanger was installed on July 12.  Carolan reported the heat exchanger failure was not due to a manufacturing deficiency, but due to the lack of proper winterizing at the end of the season.

The department staff report was presented.

Board Discussion Time
Martin invited everyone to attend the Fiesta Summer Block Party hosted by Martin Gardner Architecture on July 19.  

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 5:34 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 8, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. at the Thomas Park Administration and Operations Building. 


						_______________________
						Kyle Martin, Secretary

