








January 23, 2014

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, January 23, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Absent:  Crawford.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor’s Announcements:  None.

Presentation by the Marion Fire Fighter’s Association (Randy Strnad):

Paid on call firefighters Ron French, Chad Little, and Randy Strnad updated the Council on firefighter activities.  Mr. French explained the training that they receive and their work on specialty teams.  Mr. French stated that the Steak Fry will be held Saturday, March 1st at the American Legion building.  The proceeds are used to fund equipment purchases.  Mr. French stated that the paid on call firefighters had 4,776 public contacts in 2013.  In addition, career firefighters had 2,163 contacts and the fire prevention bureau had 2,132 contacts in 2013.  Mr. Little demonstrated the thermal imaging camera that the Association purchased for the Fire Department.  Fire Chief Terry Jackson explained that one thermal imaging camera was damaged in the uptown fire a few years ago.  Mr. Little noted that the cameras cost $10,750.00.  Randy Strnad, President of the Marion Firefighter’s Association, explained that the Association also contributed $11,142 for new bunker gear.  Mr. French noted that the old bunker gear is used by the citizen’s academy.  Mr. Little encouraged Council to attend the next citizen’s academy.  
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:  None.
Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the January 7 and 14, 2014 City Council meetings.

Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $509,913.00.


Resolution No. 23609 approving Public Records Request Policy.


Resolution No. 23610 accepting waiver of hearing and consent to penalty (Tobacco Violation) and imposing the penalties established in Section 453A.22 (2)(a) of the Code of Iowa (Hennessey’s Irish Sports Pub, 1899 7th Avenue). 


Resolution No. 23611 adopting final assessment schedule for delinquent fees and confirming and levying assessments.

Resolution No. 23612 approving the purchase of four (4) 2014 Ford Police Interceptor marked patrol cars and one (1) 2014 Ford Police Interceptor marked patrol utility vehicle (K9 unit) from Junge Ford of Center Point in the amount of $127,501.00.
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Resolution No. 23613 amending the 28E Agreement with the City of Cedar Rapids regarding Animal Control by extending the contract for three (3) additional years through June 30, 2017, in the amount of $40,000 per year.


Resolution No. 23614 approving the purchase of NAS (Network Attached Storage) server earlier than FY14/15 in the amount of $29,701.00.


Resolution No. 23615 approving Partial Payment No. 19 to Linn County Sheriff’s Office for radio system consultant fees regarding the Countywide Radio Project in the amount of $930.00.


Motion to receive and file the Fire Department 2013 Annual Report.


Motion to receive and file Tree Board resignation (Kyle Martin).

Resolution No. 23617 accepting the Emergency Backup Generators - Well Sites #4 & #5 Project.


Resolution No. 23618 approving payment No. 20 to JCG Land Services, Inc for right-of-way acquisition services related to the Central Corridor project in the amount of $4,942.58 (Service Contract).

Motion to receive and file request for a bus stop to be located on Partners Avenue (Marion Police Department request).


Motion to receive and file correspondence in favor of the Chicken Ordinance (Ryan Nelson, 2745 Highland Drive).

Motion to receive and file a request for TIF assistance from Genesis Equities, LLC for the redevelopment of the Marion Iron site, located along 7th Avenue.

Motion to receive and file signed copies of City Council Members Code of Ethics Policy.

Motion to donate historic maps found in City Hall to the Marion Heritage Center.

Motion to receive and file December 2013 Departmental Reports.

All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.

Resolution No. 23616 approving Partial Payment 3 to Morris Wood Enterprises per Resolution No. 22934 approving Memorandum of Agreement regarding the Tower Terrace Road Project – Phase IV in the amount of $84,047.94 was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 23616.  Ayes:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.









Page 3, January 23, 2014
Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to amend the January 9, 2014 minutes to add Council Member Etzel’s abstention to Resolution No. 23606 approving grant application for the Downtown Revitalization Improvements Project, adopting findings required in association with approval of a Downtown Revitalization Application through The Community Development Block Grant Program of the Iowa Economic Development Authority, selecting Martin Gardner Architecture as the architectural firm and committing a local match from the city in the amount of $250,000.00.   Council Member Etzel stated that her property is in the Main Street program so she should have abstained.  Ayes:  Pazour, Spinks, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  Etzel.  Motion carried.

Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Draper to approve minutes of the January 9, 2014 City Council meeting as amended.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Draper, seconded by Spinks to approve Project Calendar for the 2014 HMA Resurfacing Project, as follows:

a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2014 HMA Resurfacing Project.

b. Resolution No. 23619 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2014 HMA Resurfacing Project.

c. Resolution No. 23620 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2014 HMA Resurfacing Project. 

d. Resolution No. 23621 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2014 HMA Resurfacing Project.
All in favor of motion to approve the Project calendar, motion carried.
Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to the Marion Code of Ordinances, Chapter 120.06 related to alcohol sales within the C-2, Central Business District Zoning District.  Comments were heard from Don Pearson, 1110 A Avenue; Maria Murphy, 2570 Pheasant Ridge Court; Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne; Gae Sharp Richardson, 5730 Country Lane NE, Cedar Rapids; Jeff Robison, 3018 6th Street; Nick Glew, Director of the Main Street Program; Harry Simonsen, 1350 Ahearn Drive NE, Cedar Rapids; and George Lake, President of Marion Economic Development Company.  Written correspondence was received from MEDCO.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Ordinance No. 14-01 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances, Chapter 120.06 regarding the sale of alcohol was read by Pazour for initial consideration.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by AbouAssaly to approve the first reading of Ord. 14-01.  Comments were heard from Council Member Pazour, Council Member Draper, Council Member Spinks, Council Member AbouAssaly, Mayor Bouska, Don Pearson, 1110 A Avenue, 








Page 4, January 23, 2014

Jeff Robison, 3018 6th Street, and Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to the Marion Code of Ordinances related to urban chickens, ducks, and bothersome animals and providing penalties.   Comments were heard from Kay Lammers, 2820 2nd Avenue; Larry Walters, 1090 5th Street; Lola McAreavy, 1875 Douglas Court; Michael Wojcik, 405 9th Avenue; Shane Bixby, 5470 Kacena Avenue; Kelli Kennon-Lane, 2014 8th Avenue; Eric Tanner, 1801 South 22nd Street; Kevin Kvidahl, 276 10th Street; and Sarah Settler, 2627 29th Avenue.  Written correspondence was received from Ryan Nelson, 2745 Highland Drive; Sandy Pumphrey, 2145 26th Street; Becky Shanahan, 2985 Autumn Drive; Traci Miller, 365 Durango Drive; Karen Gamble, 2030 26th Street, and Michael Wojcik, 405 9th Avenue.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.
Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to receive and file the written correspondence regarding amending the Marion Code of Ordinances related to chickens, ducks, and bothersome animals from Sandy Pumphrey, 2145 26th Street; Becky Shanahan, 2985 Autumn Drive; Traci Miller, 365 Durango Drive; and Karen Gamble, 2030 26th Street.  All in favor, motion carried.

Ordinance No. 14-02 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances related to chickens, ducks, and bothersome animals and providing penalties was read by Etzel for initial consideration.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve the first reading of Ord. 14-02.  Comments were heard from Council Member Etzel, Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne, Council Member AbouAssaly, Council Member Spinks, Council Member Draper, Kelli Kennon-Lane, 2014 8th Avenue, and Mayor Bouska.  All in favor except Pazour, motion carried.

Moved by Draper, seconded by Spinks to table to the February 6th, 2014 Council meeting the motion directing staff to notify John C. Fillmore that the City has no interest in selling 8th Street right-of-way located between 6th and 7th Avenue.  Council Member Draper stated that Mr. Fillmore wanted to be present and he was unable to attend tonight.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska reopened a public hearing regarding an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Collins Road Urban Renewal Area (continued from the 12-19-13 meeting).  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  Comments were heard from George Lake, President of Marion Economic Development Company.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.
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Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to remove from table Resolution No. 23580, approving an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Collins Road Urban Renewal Area (tabled at the 12-19-13 meeting).  All in favor, motion carried.


Resolution No. 23580 approving an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Collins Road Urban Renewal Area (tabled at the 12-19-13 meeting) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 23580.  Ayes:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bouska reopened a public hearing regarding the approval of a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC., including Tax Increment Financing (TIF) payments in an amount not to exceed $5,200,000.00 (continued from the 12-19-13 meeting).   Comments were heard from Mike Dooley, 3851 29th Avenue; Dwight Hogan, 1565 7th Avenue; and George Lake, President of Marion Economic Development Company.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Moved by Draper, seconded by Spinks to remove from table Resolution No. 23581, approving a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC, including Tax Increment Financing (TIF) payments in an amount not to exceed $5,200,000.00 (tabled at the 12-19-13 meeting).  Comments were heard from Council Member Draper, Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne, Council Member Spinks, Mayor Bouska, and City Manager Lon Pluckhahn.  Ayes:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Resolution No. 23581 approving a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC, including Tax Increment Financing (TIF) payments in an amount not to exceed $5,200,000.00 was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 23581.  Comments were heard from Council Member Pazour and City Manager Lon Pluckhahn.  Ayes:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Resolution No. 23622 a resolution of intent to approve request for the use of tax increment financing from the Central Corridor Urban Renewal Area for the redevelopment of the Marion Iron site, located along 7th Avenue (Genesis Equities, LLC) was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 23622.  Ayes:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to table motion approving reimbursement for Mayor Bouska’s legal expenses regarding the residency petition hearing.  All in favor of motion to table, motion carried.
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Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral appointments:


a. Dan Whitlow, 1225 6th Avenue, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization, term expires 12-31-15.

b. Kesha Billings, 1225 6th Avenue, Transportation Technical Advisory Committee.

c. Rene Gadelha, 797 Oak Park Circle, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

d. Terri Thayer, 2415 26th Avenue, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

e. Bob Neilly, 2420 26th Avenue, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

f. Brandon Whyte, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

g. Brian Bartz, 1680 Hillcrest Court, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

h. Cody Crawford, 1605 A Avenue, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

i. Dustin Hinrichs, 975 7th Avenue, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.
j. Erik Allen, 4501 Regal Avenue NE, Cedar Rapids, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

k. Nikki Northrop Davidson, 1571 Sierra Dr NE, Cedar Rapids, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

l. Kyle Martin, 299 6th Avenue, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

m. Michelle Barker, 3234 Shasta Court NE, Cedar Rapids, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

n. Tim Mooney, 862 Archer Drive, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

o. Patty Wise, 2570 Valleyview Court, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

p. Rick Ironside, 1950 43rd Street Court, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

q. Steve Hershner, 6920 Winthrop Rd NE, Cedar Rapids, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee.

All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral reappointment:


a. John Botkin, 5465 Sterling Heights Drive, Civil Service Commission, term expires 04-01-2018.


All in favor, motion carried.


Council Discussion Time:

Council Member Pazour noted that there was an article about Alex Gillaspie in the Marion Times.  He is a freshman wrestler at Marion High School that is blind.  Council Member Pazour stated that she visited with his mother today.  They have started a “Pledges for Pins” campaign.  You can donate money for each pin by a Marion wrestler.  
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Council Member Spinks noted that the City of Marion will be celebrating 175 years with an event on April 26th.  Council has been invited to be available to the public.  The City Departments will also be present.  


Council Member Spinks also asked everyone to support the Marion Fire Department by attending the Steak Fry on Saturday, March 1st at the American Legion.

Council Member AbouAssaly commented on the residency hearing that was held on January 14th.  He stated that he has received comments that it makes the City look bad.  He noted that he does not think people should feel that way.  He explained that there is a purpose for having a process to follow.  Council Member AbouAssaly stated that we should be proud to live in a country where we have a democracy and procedures for citizens to follow if they have a concern.

Council Member AbouAssaly noted that Farmers State Bank was recognized as being one of the top small business lenders in Iowa by the Small Business Administration.  He stated that if you see someone from the bank to congratulate them.

Council Member AbouAssaly stated that the Main Street Board has filed their application for funding for the façade program.  He noted that this would be an incredible project that will help 15 buildings in the uptown area.  Council Member AbouAssaly stated that it is a great time to be involved in Marion.

Council Member Draper stated that Mayor pro tem Spinks did a good job presiding over the residency hearing.


Council Member Draper stated that on Sunday, January 26th from 1:30 to 3:30 at the Heritage Center a historian will speak on the history of the railroad in Iowa and Linn County.  He explained that Marion was founded because of the rail.


Council Member Spinks thanked Council Member Draper for his comments.  He noted that the hearing was very stressful for him.  Council Member Spinks also thanked the City staff and Council for their help.

Mayor Bouska reminded everyone of the State of the City address on Tuesday, February 4th.  


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that Larry Stutt passed away.  Larry had worked in the Public Services and Parks department from 1979 until his retirement in 2008.  

City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that the Fire Department will be offering CPR training to City staff and Council Members.  Contact District Chief Doug Wyman to register.  
Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.








Attest:

____________________________

____________________________
Snooks Bouska, Mayor



Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk
