MARION TREE BOARD MINUTES
May 10, 2017, 7:00 A.M.
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Scott Hansen, Marilyn Tormey, Sunshine McDonald, Rodney Bluml,
	Mark Sanderson
	
ABSENT:  	Tom Ryan

STAFF:  	Mike Carolan, Mike Cimprich, Pat Carlson

GUESTS:  	None

Minutes
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Bluml to approve the April 12, 2017, Tree Board minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.
 
Financial Report
Invoices were received from Letter Perfect for three memorial plaques in the amount of $126 and a new memorial tree request for Shirley Smith was received.

Public Input
None.

Review Criteria for Determining Significant Ash Trees
Cimprich reviewed the draft of guidelines for treatment of significant Ash trees.  It was noted the Emerald Ash Borer has been found in Oelwein.  Using the existing tree inventory data, the health of city Ash trees will be identified.  If it is determined the tree is in good health, the recommended criteria will be reviewed to determine if the tree is significant and will be treated at the City’s expense.  The tree’s two-year treatment will cost about $130 per tree.  Carolan advised the treatment is part of the tree maintenance budget and more trees may be able to be treated.  Trees will be recorded on a program to track chemicals, etc.  

Ash trees not qualified for treatment will be reviewed to see when it should be removed.  It was recommended the guidelines for treatment of significant Ash trees be reviewed and brought back to next month’s meeting. 

Tree Board Vacancy
One application for the Tree Board vacancy has been received, and another application may be forthcoming.  The application from Mollie Lorenz was received by the Tree Board with no action taken at this time.  This will be brought back to next month’s meeting. 

Staff Report
Carolan stated the City of Marion has been awarded recognition as a 2016 Tree City USA community and received the Growth Award.  Cimprich reported we have been a Tree City USA for 24 years and have received the Growth Award for 23 years.  
Cimprich reported during the Arbor Day Celebration on April 28, 200 saplings were scheduled to be planted at Lowe Park.   With the rainy weather, the local school students and volunteers from TransAmerica did not participate as planned.  Other volunteers and staff were able to plant 100 of the saplings.  The remaining trees were planted last week with the assistance of students from Oak Ridge School.  Tree protection and mulching was also completed.

Five Memorial Trees have been planted at Lowe Park with two more in process.  There have been issues with items being added to the plantings of Memorial Trees.  A letter has been drafted which will be sent to donors of the Memorial Trees advising the only item that may be placed with the Memorial Tree is the plaque provided by the department.  

Fourteen trees received from the Blue Zone Program were planted in the orchard at Lowe Park. The Master Gardeners assisted in the planting of these trees.

Cimprich reported he and Ryan Hays attended a Living Landscapes workshop at the Indian Creek Nature Center which was co-sponsored by Linn County.  The emphasis of the workshop was on prairie and pollinators which included the mowing process and varieties of midwest seeds.  A chemical teacher from Coe College provided information on water testing along Indian Creek.

On May 11, the United Way Day of Caring will be conducting a garlic mustard pull at Thomas/Legion Park beginning at 9 a.m.

The One Day in May event will be May 15, with a rain date of May 16, to plant 38 trees at Waldo’s Rock Park.  This is a joint project with Alliant Energy and Marion High School.

On May 24, twenty to thirty students from LinnMar High School will be participating in a Senior Service Day and will be assisting with various tree and plant cleanup projects.

Carolan expressed his appreciation to Cimprich for his dedication to his position and stated he is doing a great job for our community.

Adjournment
Motion by Tormey and seconded by Sanderson to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 a.m.

Next Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting will be held Wednesday, June 14, 2017, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.



						______________________________
						Rodney Bluml, Secretary
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