MARION PARK BOARD MINUTES
July 12, 2017, 4:00 P.M.
Thomas Park Administration and Operations Facility


ROLL CALL:	Chair Patty Wise, Kyle Martin, John McIntosh, Terry Speral, Amy Hussel

ABSENT:	None 

STAFF:	Mike Carolan, Aaron VanMilligan, Karlene Hummel, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:	Dennis Johnson, Todd Steigerwaldt, Nancy Mueller, Jay Moore, 
Jo Moore

Minutes
Moved by Wise and seconded by Hussel to approve the June 14, 2017, regular Park Board minutes.  Wise noted the second made by McIntosh was not recorded on the motion to approve the May Financial Report.  All in favor to approved the June 14, 2017, regular Park Board minutes as amended, motion carried.

Reports
The June Financial Report was reviewed.  Expenditures finished the year at 81 percent of budget, and revenues at 98 percent of budget.  Moved by Speral and seconded by Martin to approve the June Financial Report.  All in favor, motion carried.

The June Invoice Report was received and filed.  Staff reviewed payments made to A-1 Rental ($342.40 for roller rental to finish asphalt at Waldo’s Rock Park), Barnd Electric ($3,860 for Thomas Park rink/court lighting project), Blue Sky Productions ($475 for Movie Night services), Cedar Valley Masonry ($2,965 for Waldo’s Rock Park pavilion mason work), D B Acoustics ($719.99 for new PA system and headset for Arts Council events), Emerson Special Hardware ($358.50 for Pool safe and restroom lock repairs), Fleming Nursery ($4,715 for Waldo’s Rock park tree planting), Modern Piping Inc ($978 for quarterly Lowe Park geothermal maintenance June to August), Schimberg Co ($6,643.57 for material to rebuild two backflow preventers and Waldo’s Rock Park trail culvert), TreeStuff.com ($901.54 for climbing gear and rigging kit) USA Entertainment Agency ($3,750 for June 16 Johnny Cash Tribute Band performance), and Susan Werner ($1,000 for Spring Picnic on the Prairie).

Public Input
Todd Steigerwaldt, Marion Water Department General Manager, shared with the board several site plan layout options for the water booster station on 29th Avenue.  Carolan will review the options and work with Steigerwaldt for the best scenario.  

Nancy Mueller, 4430 REC Drive, reported there are no pickle ball courts in Marion and the sport is growing in popularity.  She presented a list of more than 30 signatures requesting pickle ball courts in Marion.  Mueller asked if a court could be incorporated into the joint tennis court project at Marion High School.  Carolan indicated at the beginning of the project he requested some courts be marked for pickle ball, but was denied.  The recreation staff are aware of the growing popularity of pickle ball and have been looking at feasible areas for pickle ball courts.   Mueller said she has called a few surrounding communities and learned that Hiawatha has two courts, North Liberty has four courts, and Dubuque has six courts.

Parkland Donation
Dennis Johnson, 355 31st Street, owner of Triple E Manufacturing, 3200 5th Street, approached Carolan last month about a parkland donation of approximately 10 acres.  The property is adjacent to Johnson’s residence and business, north of the Peg Pierce Softball Complex and south of the abandoned railroad.  Johnson stated he is excited about the possible park amenities and recreational opportunities the donation could provide the community.  Wise remarked it is fantastic Mr. Johnson is wanting to donate property for future parkland development.  McIntosh stated he is in favor of pursuing the donation.  Carolan added it will be a great gift to the parks of Marion.

Pool Chemical Room Door Replacement
The pool chemical room door was wearing out and needed to be replaced.  There is $3,500 budgeted for the replacement in the current fiscal year.  Bids received include:  Liberty Doors (Iowa City) $3,338; Walsh Doors & Hardware (Iowa City) $3,310; and Doors Inc (Cedar Rapids) $4,467.25.  Hummel indicated Liberty Door came to the site to take measurements and replaced most of the doors a few years back; staff recommends Liberty Doors.  Moved by McIntosh and second by Speral to accept the bid from Liberty Doors Inc for the pool chemical room door replacement in the amount of $3,338.  All in favor, motion carried.

Pool Painting
Hummel solicited bids for sandblasting, painting, and re-caulking three pools with a budget of $50,000.  Pospisil Painting Inc (Cedar Rapids) submitted a bid of $42,860; no bids were received from Morgan Painting (Cherokee), Pool Tech (Cedar Rapids), and Klingler Painting & Decorating (Marion).  Hummel also requested a bid from Pospisil for light pole painting, which came in at $1,825.  Moved by Martin and seconded by Hussel to accept the bid from Pospisil Painting Inc for sandblasting, painting, and re-caulking three pools in the amount of $42,860, and light pole painting in the amount of $1,825.  Hummel added Pospisil Painting made several site visits to ensure an accurate bid.  McIntosh mentioned Pospisil Painting has painted many of the Marion water towers.  All in favor, motion carried.

Receive and File 
A petition with 32 names supporting the request for pickle ball courts in Marion from Nancy Mueller was received and filed.

Other Items
Jay and Jo Moore invited the board members to the Friends of the Parks annual appreciation luncheon on July 18 at the Lowe Park Hickory Room.  Mr. Moore commented the footings are set for the two Sculpture Trail art pieces and installation should start the beginning of August.  

Staff Report 
The joint tennis court project with Marion Independent School District is coming along.  The courts have been poured and light poles set.  The courts were constructed with post tension cabling which will add 20 years of life.  Fencing and court painting is next.  All should be complete mid-August.

Completed items at Waldo’s Rock Park include the asphalt trail, pond pier, and pavilion post masonry wrapping.  Staff are working on a punch list of items with a target for a soft opening in late August.  McIntosh asked about the fish stocking; Carolan replied the fish will come from the Department of Natural Resources.

The Johnny Cash Tribute Band and Freedom Festival Concert performances at the Amphitheater were very well attended.  

Forestry staff are working on the 2nd round of ash tree treatments.  Criteria to determine significant right-of-way ash trees will be used to target around 50 trees in the community this year for treatment.

Tournaments at the Lowe Ball Diamonds have ended for the summer.  Operations staff will begin some needed ground maintenance at the diamonds.

National Night Out will be held August 1 at Thomas Park.  Hosted by the Marion Police, Fire, and Parks & Recreation departments as a community building event.  It will include K-9 demonstrations, police and fire equipment displays, games, an obstacle course, and giveaways.  Hot dogs, cookies and water are being served courtesy of Marion Hy-Vee.

Board Discussion Time
McIntosh asked if there were any updates to ITC’s request for the electric line easement in Hanna Park.  Staff indicated changes to the request are underway but it isn’t complete.

Martin extended an invitation to the Summer Fiesta sponsored by Martin Gardner Architecture on July 20 from 5 to 7 p.m.  It is held north of the 7th Avenue bus stop on 11th Street and is free to attend and eat.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 9, 2017, at 4 p.m. at the Thomas Park Administration and Operations Building.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]						John McIntosh, Secretary

