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Minutes: June 21,  2016

1. CALL TO ORDER.
Chairman Kent called the regular monthly meeting of the Marion Zoning Board of Adjustment to order at 7:00PM

2. ROLL CALL.
Members Present:	Sunderman, Lorenz, Kent, Roth
Members Absent:	Gibson
Staff Present:		Hockett

3. MINUTES.
Zoning Board of Adjustment – May 17, 2016

Motion by Roth, seconded by Sunderman to approve the May 17, 2016 meeting minutes as prepared.  All “ayes” motion carried.

4. CONSENT CALENDAR.

a. Motion to receive and file all correspondence from applicants and staff reports regarding variance requests on the June 21, 2016 Marion Zoning Board of Adjustment agenda.  

Motion by Sunderman, seconded by Roth to receive and file all correspondence from applicants and staff on the June 21, 2016 meeting agenda.  All “ayes” motion carried.

5. APPEALS
a. Ken Spence, Applicant – 2783 24th Street, Marion, Iowa – Requests a variance from Sections 176.10-3D and 176.32-1B(6), of the Marion Code of Ordinance to alter side yard setbacks and 3’ separation from accessory to principal structure. 

Hockett presented the staff report regarding the proposed variance request.  Hockett stated that the applicant has corrected issues regarding ZBA Resolution NO. 16-07 and there would be no need for the variance on that request.

Hockett presented a brief history of the property and the house that was moved to the lot.  Hockett stated that there are numerous issues with the property from the building department but the request tonight is a variance from the side yard setback regulations for an enclosed deck not the other issues.

Chairman Kent reminded the applicant that there are less than 5 members present and that the applicant has the right to have his request tabled for one month as he needs three yes votes no matter how many members are present.

Ken Spence, 2783 24th Street, stated he would like his case heard tonight.  He stated that he set the building per the Building Department and that the rules appear to change every time he does something on the property.  He believes he set the addition correctly per conversations with the building department.

Ryne Wolfe, 2431 28th Avenue, objected to the variance as this project has had problem after problem and the builder should be responsible to correct the mistakes and the variance should not be approved.

Randy Busch, 2521 28th Avenue, Stated that the sunroom is too close to the property line and should not be approved as it does not look right.

Angie Burke, 2551 28th Avenue, stated she agreed with previous comments and does not think variance should be approved.

Lynda Stoudomeyer, 2500 28th Avenue stated she also agreed with previous comments and feel the variance should be denied.

There were no additional comments for or against the request.

Motion by Roth, seconded by Sunderman to deny ZBA Resolution No. 16-06 regarding a variance from Section 176.10-3D of the Marion Code of Ordinances due to lack of a hardship being presented.

Roll Call
Lorenz 		Aye
Sunderman	Aye
Roth		Aye
Kent		Aye

The motion to deny was approved (4-0)

b. Steve Deines, applicant –330 Alburnett Road, Marion, Iowa – Requesting a conditional use pursuant to the Marion Code of Ordinances Section 176.49-9 to allow honey bee hives to be kept on the property.

Hockett presented the staff report regarding the proposed request to keep honey bees.  He stated that the Marion Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of the request at the June 14, 2016 meeting.

Steve Deines, 330 Alburnett Road stated he would like to see his fruit trees successful and that the keeping of honey bees will not only help his situation but many other people as well.  Plans on using a Conollian Bee that is very passive and will work with people from the Indian Creek Nature Center to ensure that the hive is successful.

Collette Cook stated that she has bees and will be assisting Mr. Deines with the keeping of his bees and has experience with her own hives.

Mary Neuman 5815 Timbercreek Drive Cedar Rapids stated she supports the request.

Kelly Kennin-Lane, 2014 8th Avenue supports the request for the keeping of honey bees as she stated it is important to permit additional pollinators in the city limits.

Julie Rice, stated that she is currently going through the program at the Indian Creek Nature Center and has two young boys with her that also interact with the bees and she would not do that if she did not feel it was safe.

Rachel White, 995 4th Street stated that this was a good request and a great place to start and make sure it works.

Tom Hart of the Indian Creek Nature Center stated that this is a growing and important hobby and he has been providing training for numerous people through the Indian Creek Nature Center and has never had issues to date and stated that this location makes sense for Marion and will be an excellent site to prove that honeybees and people can live together.

Ron Lander 170 Boyson Road stated he was in favor of the request.

Gary Hodina, 1874 Boyson Court stated he was opposed to the request due to the proximity of the sidewalk and the proximity to other homes and animals.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dan Kuempel, 1964 Boys Court stated that the spirt of the ordinance is to encourage better living environment not interfere with others enjoyment of it.  The applicant has a history of ignoring his animals that have disrupted the neighborhood with their noise now giving him bees makes one wonder how long before he ignores them and they swarm through the neighborhood.

No other public comment for or against the request.

Sunderman stated he felt this was the right location for a project like this.

Motion by Sunderman, seconded by Lorenz to approve ZBA Resolution No. 16-08 approving the conditional use for the keeping of honey bees.

Roll Call:

Sunderman	Aye
Lorenz		Aye
Roth 		Aye
Kent		Nay

Motion Approved (3-1)

6. ADJOURNMENT.

There being no further business Chairman Kent adjourned the meeting at 8:11PM

Respectfully Submitted,



Gordon Gibson, Secreatery
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