MARION TREE BOARD MINUTES
September 14, 2016, 7:00 A.M.
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Chair Scott Hansen, Mark Sanderson, Marilyn Tormey, Pam Munro, Rodney Bluml, Sunshine McDonald, Tom Ryan

ABSENT:  	Pam Munro

STAFF:  	Mike Cimprich, Mike Carolan, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:  	None 

Minutes
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Bluml to approve the August 10, 2016 Tree Board minutes.   All in favor, motion carried.  

Financial Report
There were no changes to the Financial Report.

Public Input
None.

Code Review Chapter 152 Trees
Mike Cimprich advised he has not had time to review the document.  Discussion on this is tabled to the next meeting.

Right-of-Way 1680 8th Avenue
The property owner received a letter from the department regarding a maple tree which was planted or allowed to grow in the right- of- way without required permit.   Hansen advised he talked to the owner and the owner is okay with the maple tree being removed.  Hansen also advised the wood can be left for the property owner.

Right-of-Way Tree 996 13th Street
The property owner received a letter from the department regarding maple trees which were planted or volunteered in the right -of -way area without the required permit or approval.   Cimprich advised he talked to the property owner is okay with the tree removals but wants to be notified when the work will be done. .  The property owner also requested a replacement tree.   Cimprich advised he would like to complete an assessment of the property, remove all the soft maples and determine if the property is suitable for a replacement tree.  Carolan asked that a certified letter be sent to the property owner with an action plan for the tree situation.  

Fall Street Tree Replacement Program
Hansen submitted a list of recommended locations for street tree replacements.  Cimprich advised the department had a list was developed this spring with about a 50% match of Hansen’s list.  Park staff will review the two lists to determine the locations for 35 tree replacement allocations.  Letters will be sent to property owners within the next couple of weeks.  
Receive and File
A phone call was received from a citizen regarding a tree removal on her property  thanking the department for the removal and cleanup.

Other
Carolan reported on landscaping plans for the corridor projects and advised he had checked with the Engineering Department.  They do not have any plans or funding and advised nothing can be done during construction until the Federal government signs off on the project.  This may be considered for a future tree planting project.  

Staff Report
Cimprich advised an IQ Tree Infusor has been purchased from Tree _______.  A checklist is being developed to determine right-of-way significant Ash Trees to be treated with plans to start next spring with those trees.   Cimprich showed the IQ 
and explained how it works and benefits.  The unit purchased has addressed many of the faults of other models on the market.  There is very little chemical waste and the chemicals are very expensive.  McDonald asked if there was anything that is a downfall to the unit and Cimprich advised it would just be the initial wounding of the trees during injections but those would naturally heal.   Both Cimprich and Arborist Tech Ryan Hays are certified to do the injections.  

Cimprich reported a stump remover was rented with 45 stumps being removed along right-of-ways and in various parks.  

Cimprich reported a Trees for Kids grant request was submitted for $1,140 which would include, if awarded, 12 trees to be planted at  LinnMar High School entrance.   The grant was established to create an educational project for kids.   Cimprich reported he is working with Barb L____ and two Ag Services classes to help with the plantings at noon on October 25th.  

Cimprich reported orders for fall planting projects have been placed.  The Alliant grant will include trees for the south entrance to Lowe Park on Irish Drive.   A pole saw and blower were purchased which will be helpful with tree work and clean up. 

Right-of-way trees with low hanging have been trimmed along school bus and snow removal routes.  

The web page for trees on the City’s website is being finalized.  

Adjournment
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Sanderson to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45.  The next meeting will be held Wednesday, October 12, 2016, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]

						
						____________________________
						Marilyn Tormey, Secretary
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