 MARION TREE BOARD MINUTES
June 8, 2016, 7:00 A.M.
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Chair Scott Hansen, Marilyn Tormey, Tom Ryan, Sunshine McDonald

LATE ARRIVAL:  	Pam Munro 7:08 a.m.

ABSENT:  	Mark Sanderson

STAFF:  	Mike Cimprich, Ryan Hays, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:  	None 

Cimprich introduced the new Arborist Tech II Ryan Hays, who began on May 16.  

Minutes
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Ryan to approve the May 11, 2016, Tree Board minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Financial Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]The financial report was received and filed.  Invoices have been paid to Ever-Green and Fleming Nursery for trees funded by the Trees Please and Branching Out grants respectively.  Additional items were purchased to utilize the remaining balance of the Iowa Native Plant Society grant.  Staff are coordinating four new memorial tree plantings and plaques.

Public Input
None.

Board Member Application (Rodney Bluml)
Rodney Bluml’s submitted application for the Tree Board was reviewed.  

Munro arrived at 7:08 a.m.

Hansen stated that he appears to be well qualified.  McDonald shared that Bluml attends her church and is very personable.  Moved by Munro and seconded by Tormey to recommend the Mayor and City Council to appoint Rodney Bluml as a Tree Board Member.

Tree Request for Smithland Drive (Bill Helf)
Bill Helf submitted a request through Trees Forever for trees to be planted on the south stub of Smithland Drive.  Hansen asked if the area was north or south of Echo Hill Road and pointed out that there are ditches south of the at street.  Cimprich indicated that he only looked at the north side, but will work with Helf to get more details.  No action taken.



Tree Plantings
One Day In May:  There were 30 students assisting in the final phase of tree plantings along Tower Terrace.   The hard working students planted 40 trees, which happened to be Ryan Hays’ first day on the job.

Memorial Trees:  Seven memorial trees have been planted at Lowe Park this season.  Three were from individuals and four were funded by the Cedar Rapids Noon Lions group in honor of eye donors. 

Tree Inventory
Cimprich reported that the Iowa Department of Natural Resources is loaning the City three trimble units to complete the street tree inventory.  He will schedule a training/review for board members if requested.  Tormey asked if there is a deadline to complete the inventory.  Cimprich replied there isn’t, but he would like to finish before the leaves begin to fall.  Hansen asked if it would be beneficial for the department to obtain their own unit.  Cimprich indicated that staff have been looking into it.   

Receive and File
A thank you email from Milkweed Matters was received and filed.  Cimprich said the event was their best yet and that it takes three years to see the benefits of the seedballs that are tossed out.

Other
Cimprich shared that he obtained his Pesticide Application Certification.  Hays already has his certification.  This will enable the department to treat ash trees in-house.  

Board Discussion Time
Tormey recently visited the Minnesota Zoo and stated that they have a great “Saving Prairie Butterflies” display and brochure.  

Ryan asked if there is a burn planned for management of Faulkes Heritage Woods.  Cimprich said a burn is not planned at this time, but they are checking into this.  There is another workday planned at Faulkes in the fall and a specific treatment of barberry is being looked at.  Munro felt the barberry treatment is a great idea. 

Adjournment
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Munro to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:44.

The next meeting will be held Wednesday, July 13, 2016, 7:00 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.  



						
						____________________________
						Marilyn Tormey, Secretary
	2
	



