MARION PARK BOARD MINUTES
July 13, 2016, 4:00 P.M.
Thomas Park Administration and Operations Facility



ROLL CALL:	Chair Kyle Martin, John McIntosh, Patty Wise

ABSENT:	Terry Speral, Charlie Kress,

STAFF:	Mike Carolan, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:	Mayhal Raghwani, Ruhan Raghwani, Nishak Raghwani, Dhirajlal Raghwani

Minutes
Moved by Wise and seconded by McIntosh to approve the June 8, 2016, regular Park Board minutes.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reports
Moved by Wise and seconded by Martin to approve the June Financial Report.  It was noted the fiscal year is ending with expenditures at 90 percent of budget and revenues are at 98 percent of budget.  Carolan noted expenditures were low because there were no major trail repairs needed and less man hours needed for snow removal.  All in favor, motion carried.

The June Purchase Order Report was reviewed and accepted.  

Public Input
Mayhal Raghwani, age 9, and her brother Ruhan Raghwani, age 8, would like to set up a lemonade stand in Boyson Park near the trail.  They are participating in Hills Bank’s Lemon Boss program, which helps kids age 5 to 12 start their own business.  Mayhal and Ruhan will be donating 50 percent of their proceeds to the University of Iowa Children’s Miracle Network.  Wise asked how often they would be open.  Mayhal stated they would like to be open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3 to 6 p.m.  Moved by Wise, and seconded by Martin to allow Mayhal and Ruhan Raghwani to sell lemonade in Boyson Park near the trailhead this summer.  All in favor, motion carried.  Wise commended the two on their dedication to donating a share of their profits to a worthy cause.

Wilkins Basketball Courts
Linn-Mar’s Wilkins Elementary has approached the department requesting assistance to resurface the basketball court adjacent to the school in Taube Park.  Carolan shared the history of the courts stating ten years ago the Board did not want to improve the courts and were planning to remove them.  At that time Linn-Mar raised the funds to install new goals and make improvements.  McIntosh asked if the Parks Department uses the courts for any programs.  Staff indicated they do not and beyond use by the school, the courts are used minimally by the neighborhood.  The courts are approximately 30 years old.  Moved by Wise and seconded by McIntosh to decline the request to provide assistance to Linn-Mar’s Wilkins Elementary to resurface the courts adjacent to the school in Taube Park.  McIntosh asked if the school pays rent to use the courts.  Staff indicated they do not pay rent.  Wise stated she seldom sees the courts being used.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Receive and File 
The monthly Friends of the Cemetery newsletter was received and filed.  Wise commented the group is active.

The FY2015-16 Credit Card Summary report was received and filed.

A thank you from Kareme Elossais for providing a beautiful rental facility for her son’s graduation party was received and filed.

Staff Report 
The monthly staff report was received and filed.  

The roadway and parking lot grading are coming along at Waldo’s Rock Park.  Rain has caused minor delays.

Grading is underway for the parking lots and playground at the south entrance to Lowe Park.  Wise asked if this development would affect the Swamp Fox Festival fireworks set up location.  Staff indicated the location may have to be adjusted somewhat depending on how far along the project is.

Urban Forestry and seasonal staff are performing annual trail clearance, removing small dead trees, trimming in rights-of-way, and other general maintenance trimming.

Trimble GPS units are on loan to the department this summer to complete inventory of trees in the rights-of-way.

The Summer Art Camp lead by Mike Brandt was well attended by 76 young artists.  The movie Star Wars: The Force Awakens was seen by 250 to 300 people

New programs premiering in July include Summer Bingo, Dueling Pianos, and KidsFit Camp.

Pool operations are going smoothly this summer.  Daily admissions are up overall compared to last year.  Two of the four swimming lesson sessions are completed.  

The Art Sculpture Trail committee received 56 art work proposals for a new piece to be added along the trail.  The committee is planning to have the new piece in place this fall.
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The City Council has a new initiative to be more visible in the community and has started “Wednesday in the Ward.”  Once a month an open house will be held in a different ward to give citizens an opportunity to meet their council person and ask questions.  The first event is tonight at Summit Pointe.  

The Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee is seeking funding to asphalt the east section of the Lindale Trail.

Board Discussion Time 
Wise asked if there has been any discussion or action taken to address the lighting at the Arts and Environment Center on the north side for vendors and for people as they walk around the building to the parking lot.  Carolan said they are looking at some portable lighting options.  

Martin asked about borrowing the department’s water tank for tuck pointers to use for the Façade project. Carolan indicated the Water Department contacted him this afternoon.

Adjournment
Moved by McIntosh and seconded by Martin to adjourn the meeting at 5:23 p.m.  All in favor, motion carried.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 10, 2016, at 4 p.m. at the Thomas Park Administration and Operations Building.




						_______________________
						John McIntosh, Vice Chair


