MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES
September 13, 2016, 5:30 P.M.
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center


ROLL CALL:	Fuf Renfer, Pat Schmidt, Dennis Frevert, Charlene Briggs, Brenda Kowalsky, Angie Pierce Jennings (phone)

ABSENT:	Elizabeth Wilson

STAFF:	Mary Ann Bries

GUESTS:	

Art in the Alley
Fuf updated the council on the progress of the Art in the Alley project.  The contractor is about 50% finished with their portion of the project.  The utility companies are almost finished with their work and Mediacom is working on finishing up getting their lines underground.  Foundations for the art installations and light poles are being installed and the irrigation system work began last week.  The contractor is still on schedule to finish by the October 28 deadline.  Additional benches and trash receptacles have been ordered for the alley project that complement ones already in use on the 6th Avenue Corridor.  Planters that match the 6th Avenue planters will also be ordered but will be a different size.  Karen Hoyt is working on quotes for a donor plaque.  To date, $170,600 has been raised through local donations.  Fuf also reminded the council to watch the time-lapse video showing the construction work at the project site that is available on the City's You-Tube page.  Phil and Ben High are doing an in-kind contribution for the City's alley project by using their photography skills for a video of the progress of the project.  

Sculpture Committee
Brenda updated the council on the Sculpture Trail.  Six artists submitted their concepts for the trail.  The committee did not feel the concepts presented fit the theme for the trail.  Brenda sent letters to the artists giving them more guidance on the theme and what pieces the artists have done in the past that the committee liked.  The yellow sculpture needs to be repaired and will be moved to a different area on the trail or to a different city park with MAC approval.  The next meeting is September 22 at 5:30 in the Art Room.

MAC Brochure
Charlene discussed the timeline for having the brochure done for the Swamp Fox Festival.  The council decided on 1,500 brochures.  Mary Ann will check on the budget accounts the money will be taken from to cover the cost.  

Exhibits
The September/October exhibit is Dianna Dunn and Jan Bell.  The artist's reception will be September 15.  Fuf will be able to set up for the school reception at 5.  Pat will be able to help at the artist's reception.  The November/December/January exhibit will be Mary Weaver and Linda Black-Smith.  Iowa Art Quilters will be exhibiting in July and August of 2017.  Fuf has received several inquiries to exhibit at the art gallery and will be getting examples of the art work for the Art Council to view.



Coffeehouse Night
Terry McCauley will perform at the October 7 Coffeehouse Night.  Dennis will get treats and coffee from Wit's End.  Fuf and Angie will be available to help at this Coffeehouse Night.  Angie will update the council on the performers for the other Coffeehouse Nights once she has the performers booked.   The April 7 performer will be Acoustic Open Jam Session led by Lori Blattner.  Fuf made a temporary sign regarding Coffeehouse Nights for the window pocket.

Hotel/Motel Tax Grant
Susan Werner has been contacted regarding the Picnic on the Prairie Spring Concert on Saturday, June 17, 2017, and has the date penciled in on her calendar. Once the contact is approved and signed, details for the concert will begin.

Picnic on the Prairie
The council discussed the Picnic on the Prairie and was open for any suggestions to improve it.  Angie will check into the sound guy bringing wind socks to help with the noise from the wind hitting the microphone.  Pat suggested angling the speakers so the sound does not bounce as much off the building's windows.  

Budget
The council discussed the cost of the brochures.  Mary Ann will check with Karlene regarding the account the money will be taken out of.

Old Business
Janice White helped with the Picnic on the Prairie and will be added as associate member of MAC.

Mary Ann contacted the Linn County Secondary Road Department regarding a sign on County Home Road for the Lowe Park Arts and Environment Center.  The cost of the sign is $325 each with a total of $650.  Fuf would like Mary Ann to check with Mike if this is something that would come out of the City's budget and not MAC's since it is for a city building.  

The Council discussed the film proposal that would have had the Arts Council waive rental fees for the Arts and Environment Center. All agreed that the decision not to move forward on this was the correct one. 

Pat talked to the Library Director about an art display from local schools during the Marion Arts Festival.  The director was open to the project. Elsworth Carman, the library director, mentioned the library has an art collection that people have donated 

Pat also talked to Lon Pluckhahn, the city manager, regarding public art.  The Arts Council would like to begin displaying the Council’s permanent art collection in City buildings. Lon was going to send Pat the Public Art policy that the City had so the Arts Council will know how to proceed,

The number of posters each council member takes was brought up.  According to the December 8 minutes, the number of posters taken by each member:  Brenda 2 (1 save, 1 Huk Printing), Dennis 5 (Wit's End, Library, Farmers State Bank, 2 City Hall), Charlene 2 (Blue Strawberry, Cedar Rapids Library), Fuf 2 (Linn-Mar schools) and Pat 5 (Iowa City New Pi, Iowa City Library, Iowa City Bread Garden, Coralville New Pi, Cedar Rapids New Pi).



New Business
The Vinton Guild of Fine Arts will be hosting a Visiting Artist on October 1, 2016.  Jo Myers-Walker is the instructor.  The workshop is intended for both experienced and novice painters.  The event flyer, which includes the registration form, can be found at http://www.vintonart.com/watercolor-workshop.

Fuf suggested having an adult art work shop in conjunction with the August Picnic on the Prairie.  The Plein Air workshop could be held from 8 to 2 on Saturday, August 19 and 9 to 1 on Sunday, August 20.  Mary Ann reserved Lowe for these dates while the details are planned.

Adjournment
[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, at 5:30 p.m. at the Lowe Park Art and Environment Center.
				

