MARION ART COUNCIL MINUTES
April 28, 2015, 5:30 PM
Lowe Park Art and Environment Center


ROLL CALL:	Fuf Renfer, Angie Pierce Jennings, Dennis Frevert, Brenda Kowalsky, Pat Schmidt, Charlene Briggs

ABSENT:	Patsi Gann

STAFF:	Mary Ann Bries, Karlene Hummel

GUESTS:	Karen Hoyt
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Art News
Karen Hoyt discussed the Capital Campaign fundraising for ImaginArt in the Alleys.  The pamphlet she shared has updated pictures and the fundraising goal of $130,000.  The artists will be selected by the end of July.  The committee will have a booth at the Marion Arts Festival to present information to the community.  Karen also mentioned grant opportunities with Greater Cedar Rapids Foundation that can be found on their website.

Sculpture Trail Committee Update
Fuf discussed with Mike Carolan, Park Director, the possibility of purchasing small artwork for the Sculpture Trail.  These pieces would be moveable to fit into the Trail Sculpture Committee’s finalized plans.  Brenda mentioned artwork done by Cara Briggs Farmer and sculptures found on Pinterest.  Fuf will discuss this with Mike and report back to the council. Pat suggested placing artwork next to the bike trail by the viaduct.

Coffeehouse Nights
The Coffeehouse Night held on April 10 with Natalie Brown was the last performance for the season. The performance received positive feedback with 99 people in attendance.

Exhibits
The current exhibit will be taken down on Saturday, May 2. Pat, Fuf, Ron Renfer, Brenda and Dennis are available to help.  The next artist will bring her exhibit on Sunday, May 3.  Angie, Fuf and Ron Renfer will be available to help. Fuf and her granddaughter will be available for the Starry School reception on Thursday, May 7.  The artist’s reception for Jake Putnam and Cara Briggs Farmers will be held Thursday, May 14.  Pat, Angie, Charlene and Fuf will be available that evening.  Pat, Angie and Fuf will be available to help with the art exchange on Saturday, June 27.   The July/August artist will be Mike Stark’s photography and the Cedar Rapids Ceramic Center.  The reception will be held on Wednesday, July 15.  The art exchange will then be held on Saturday, August 29.  The September exhibit will be Iowa Quilts.  Fuf will check with Jane Knapp, the contact person, on the reception date.  There are two days that are a possibility; Thursday, September 10 or Thursday, September 17.  The October/November exhibit will be the Iowa Watercolor Society Traveling Exhibit.  Jan Bell will pick up the artwork and bring to the next exhibit in Clinton.  The December/January exhibit is Julie Kulish and her friends.  The February 2016 exhibit will be from Mercy and Cornell College.  The March/April exhibit will be Barb Weeks-Caudill.


MAC Budget
Mary Ann reminded everyone that all expenditures need to be processed by June 1 to be included in this fiscal year.  The current fiscal year ends June 30.  

Art Purchase
Michael Wilson's artwork "Grain Bin” has arrived.  It will be hung in the hallway with a temporary card until a permanent wood sign can be made.  Karlene informed the council the contact person for the permanent wooden name plaque is Charlie Fokmeyer.

Signage in the Gallery
Brenda discussed several options for the art gallery signage.  The pexiglass can be clear or frosted and several lettering colors are available.  The sign can be hung from above the wall or attached to the wall with a bar.  A sign stating the location of the student section was also mentioned.  Brenda has already taken the measurements for the sign.  She will check on prices for the signage with frosted pexiglass with light tan background and brown lettering and will report at the next meeting.

Red Cedar Chamber Music Concert / Silent Film Event
Pat and Brenda both reported the concert held on March 26 was a great experience and impressive.

New Business
The Parks Department is sponsoring a Summer Art Camp with Michael Brandt, the art teacher at Westfield Elementary.  Fuf was contacted by Julie Kulish regarding holding a week long art camp for 8-12 year olds.  Julie is having an art camp at New Bo and in Center Point.  Since the Parks Department is already sponsoring an art camp this summer, this would be something to consider in the future.  The art council received information from the Des Moines Opera and the performances they will be having.  Carlos Faurot with Black Sheep contacted Angie regarding having another performance.  Karlene will pass their information to the Swamp Fox Festival Committee to consider for their entertainment.  Fuf reminded everyone the council will need to hold elections at their next meeting.  

Old Business
Brenda gave the information she had from The Giving Tree to Karlene.  Karlene will contact Richie with The Giving Tree regarding their plans for a performance on July 4 on the amphitheater. Mary Ann will check to see if the Recreation Department has a camera the Art Council can use at performances.  Pat will check with Marion Police Department if they have any old ones not being used.  Pat mentioned the possibility of the website having 15 second clips of performances.  Angie will check with Sarah Daricilar on the cost to add this.  Brenda will check on prices for a nice album for past Coffeehouse performances.  

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 26, 2015, at 5:30 pm at the Lowe Park Art and Environment Center.

						
						

