[bookmark: _GoBack]MARION TREE BOARD MINUTES
February 10, 2016, 3:30 P.M.
Thomas Park Safe Room


ROLL CALL:	Chair Scott Hansen, Mark Sanderson, Marilyn Tormey, 
Sunshine McDonald, Tom Ryan

ABSENT:  	Pam Munro, John Hager

STAFF:  	Mike Cimprich, Darcie Coberly

GUESTS:  	None


At the February 4 City Council meeting, Mayor AbouAssaly appointed Tom Ryan to the Tree Board.  Ryan was welcomed by the Board.

Minutes
Moved by Sanderson and seconded by Tormey to approve the January 13, 2016, Tree Board minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

Financial Report
The financial report was received and filed.  A memorial tree donation was received in memory of John Bouslog.  No other discussion.

Public Input
None.

Significant Ash Trees in City Parks
Cimprich has marked three ash trees in Starry Park, and four ash trees in the right-of-way at Ascension Park.  Board Members were asked to visit the parks and make a determination if the ash trees would qualify as significant trees to be treated against the Emerald Ash Borer.  Cimprich reviewed the cost to treat the trees and noted the trees will need to be treated every two years for the duration of their life.  The average cost of the trees treated in 2015 was $130, and varies depending on diameter at breast height.

On February 9 a positive identification of the Emerald Ash Borer was made in Johnson County at the University of Iowa’s campus in Iowa City.

Alliant Energy Branching Out Grant
Alliant Energy has notified Marion it has been awarded the Branching Out Grant in the amount of $5,250.  The funding will provide trees for the west end of Tower Terrace Road and will be planted in conjunction with Marion High School’s One Day in May service project.  

Tree City USA
Marion has been designated as a Tree City USA for the 23rd consecutive year and a Growth Community for the 21st consecutive year by the National Arbor Day Foundation, The Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and the Iowa Urban Tree Council.  The annual awards luncheon will be held on April 7, 2016, in Des Moines.  Three attendees may attend at no cost; Tormey indicated she would like to attend.

Receive and File
None.

Other
Hansen presented the tree bids he received from Peck’s Green Thumb Nursery (Cedar Rapids), Ever-Green Landscape Nursery and Supply (Cedar Rapids), and Fleming Nursery (Cedar Rapids); no bid was received from Culvers Garden Center (Marion).  Hansen stated many of the companies are worried about getting enough trees for the season and early orders are requested.

Sanderson left at 7:45.

McDonald asked if there was a map of the Memorial Trees.  Cimprich stated a map was created but may not be complete as it mainly shows the trees directly next to the trail at Lowe Park.  McDonald and her nine year old son, Bridger, want to work together to create a map of the memorial trees using a computer program and GIS.

Board Discussion Time
None. 

Adjournment
Moved by Tormey and seconded by Ryan to adjourn the meeting. All in favor, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:52 a.m. 

The next meeting will be held Wednesday, March 9, 2016, 7 a.m. at the Thomas Park Safe Room.  




						_________________________
						Marilyn Tormey, Secretary
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